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WF in the peruſal of this ſmall Traft, 
the Reader finds but ſmall Satifaction, 
KY 1 hopehe will not much wonder ar 
it, when he remembers, that larger 
Volumns, and even learned ones too, in 
matters eſpecially of this nature, do not 
always anſwer cxpeCtation. I pretend to 
no great ſhare ot Learning , norany large 
meaſure of acute Judgement : only I am 
naturally diſpos'd ro thinking and confide- 
rationz and upon the occaſion mentioned 
at the Entrance ot the inſueing diſcourſe, 
which is nofictirious pretence, but a thing 
that did really happen about two years a- 
£0 » 1 rook a tancy to ict down my F tear 
upon this abitrute ſubje&. Some few that 
have ſcen it mn Manulcript, have thought 
it to be tolerable tenſe , and might per- 
haps be a turther occaſion to ſome Man of 
better Parts, to ſpeak moreclearly tothe 
point, for which cauſcI am not unwilli 
to permit it's Publication : for I believe 
the ſubject has not been hitherto exhau- 
ſted; and I deſire nothing more than tobe 
out-done, or even coniuted, by any one 
A323 that 
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that can make things more coherent, and 
better vindicate the Divine Attributes. 

In the mean time, * I have mer with a 
Curious Diſcourſe concerning things as 
bove Reaſon , amongſt which the ſubje& 
here treated of, is mention'd as one; By 
which I perceive, that this Eſlay of mine 
is not impertinent , tho* perhaps it may 
be ineffeEtual, and come far ſhort of the 
deſign, Forhow canan unlearned head (by * 
never ſo much thinking) think to bring 
that underReaſon, which ſogreata Wir 
hath ranked among things above it ? So 
that the importance of the Attempt will 
not (I fear ).account for the ill manage- 
ament ofit : Yet it's Innocency will (I hope) 
defend it from any heavy Cenſure. ItI have 
not wholly ſubdu'd my Province unto 
Reaſon, yet I have given it a kind of ne- 

ative Voice. that is, tho? Reaſon cannot 
abſolutely command the Aftrmative, it 
- thall nevertheleſs ſo far rule the Oppo- 
ſer, as to prevent his Negative. Some 
things muſt be granted , tho* perhaps nor 
without difficulty , becauſe they cannot 
. be deny'd without far greater- inconye- 
nience. ; 
| If 
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IF it be faid , We cannot underſtand 
how any thing can be certain, and yet con» 
tingentz or how avcluntary action can be 
foreſeen, which depends uponfree choice, 
and that at any time untilit be effe&ted,may 
be either done orlet alone. Let ſuch per- 
ſons try how they can clear the inconve- 
niences of anignorant and imperfect Dei» 
ty, which willlie hard upon them it they 
y_-U not Divine preſcience. On the other 

de, let them ſee with what ſucceſs they 
can take away diſtributive Juſtice , and 
root out the Notion and Exiſtence of 
good and evil;z-which task- is'of Neceſli- 
Ly jacumbent on-them that deny Man-to 


' be aFree Agent, If thingsto come be not 


foreſeen , what will become of Divine 
rovidence ? If there be not in Man a free 
lection, where is lin? for wherethereisno 
choice, how can any one chooſeamiſs? To 
chaſtiſe my. child for diſobedience, would 
beall-one as-to-whip my clock for going 
amiſs, Enher God Almighty foreſees 
things furure, or he cagnotbe God- Either 
Man is a voluntary Agent, or he cannot be 
Man. If theſe things therefore will not 
ſtand together, Reaſon it ſelf may: ſeera 
impertinent, and it's natural Concluſions 
A 2 al- 
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altogether uſeleſs: For, to what purpoſe 
ts Difcourſe or Ratiocination , when e1- 
ther there can be no Tranſgreſſion, or none 
torakenotice of it ,and puniſh n ? 

Theſe are the inconveniences which 
menrun the hazard of in this matter: For 
rather than admit one apparent difficulty , 
which conſiſts perhaps only in the narrow - 
neſs of humane underftanding , they chooſe 
to fill the World with Contradiftion and 
Abſurdity. Some will venture romix Hea- 
ven and Farth rogether, under a State of 
War and Rapine, without any ſenſe of 
Divine Authority to awe Rebellious Man- 
kind: and others willattempt to tarn God 
out of the World , decaiſe they cannot 
comprehend his perfeftions and opera- 
tions. But ſurely ir 1s not adviſable to ca- 
ſhier every thing that puts a ſtreſs upon 
our lhmitted 'faculties, nor run down all 
thoſe things for falſe , which conſiſt not 
well with what we apprehend to be true. 
To which purpoſe the Diſcourſe above 
mentioned contains a parcel of the nobleſt 
Inſtances, apply'd and manag'd with the 
greateſt clearnefs, and to the Richeſt Ends 
and Advantage ,of any book I have hither- 
to met with. From thence I gladly learn, 

that 


The PREFACE 
that there are certain Priviledg'd things; 
which will by no means ſtoop to Com- 
mon Reaſon , nor accommodate themes 
ſelves to thoſe Rules and Meaſures which 
are ſufficient for other Matters. Not, but 
that there is a peculiar ſort of Reaſon in 
theſe alſo: for tho” they are above m 
reaſon to apprehend them fully , yet 
apprehend very good reaſon, why the 
ould be ſo. For, either my Capacity 
bounded, orit isnot; if it be, *tisſureto 
be over-power'd in graſping anunlimitted 
thing ; if not, it muſt then be infanite-s 
and fince I know many Capacities about 
the ſame Level with mine own, and not 
a few incomparabl greater, it muſt fol- 
low, -that , not only a-multitude of inſi- 
nites are conſiſtent, but ' a. Number alſo 
of capacities, cach of whichis more tham 
infinitez which conclufgon I think is more 
than ſufficiently abſurd. Beſides , ſince 
God cannot do what is inconGiſtent , or in- 
volyesa contradiction ,he cauldnot create 
a power, or faculty , comprehenſive of 
his own perfeCtions ;, for that could be no 
leſs than infinite : he cannot parcel out 
his peculiar Attributes unto his Crea- 
tures;for that would un RY a contradiction. 
A4 Where- 
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Wherefore the moſt ſhallow Reaſon may 
conclude, there muſt of necethty be thote 
things, which the moſt refined W it can- 
not adequately comprehend. 

And this is ſo, not only in reference to 
the Divine perfcEtions , bot in thingsalſo 
of alower —_ , of which it may nor 
be improper to inſert. one inſtance in this 
place, whereby an undeniable truth will 
nope to. be attended with unaccountable 
difficulty. For the infueing Diſcourſe 
pretends not to anſwer all the Cavils that 
may be made apainit a Meridian truth,, 
which yet (like the Sun it felt) hath ſome 
obſcurities : muchleſs doth it. undertake 
to make men ſee, who are cither.blind or 
Hur their eyes. Bur-'the deſipn of it is,, 
ro aſſert from the Scriptures, the truth of 
Divine preſcience, and of voluntary Elec- 
tion ; to.evince the neceſfity of admitting 
them both ;. to accommodate the ſeemin 
oppoſition, and to.point outſome of thoſe 
unconcluding 1 pong » that miſlead 
men .to apprehend an inconſiſtence where - 
there is none. Burt in caſe I have not per- 
formed this with ſufficient ſtrength and 
clearneſs of expreſſion, it will not befor- 
Tcign to the matterin hand, roſhew by an 
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inſtance, that ſome things may not only be-' 
true, but arealmoſt unwerſally acknows 
ledg'd, which yet how they can beſo, is 1n- 
luperably hard to be conceived. 

And this ſhall be an inſtance which 
doth frequently occur to every one that is 
converſant about Decimal Numbers: 
ſcarceany good Accomptant bur under- 
{tands, no-learned man but will acknow- 
ledge the force of it. For you may have 
a {mall-fraion , ſuppoſe of a tarthing or 
of a barley corn, not worth demanding,, 
which yet cannot be deny'd tobe infinite- 
ly deviſible z inſomuch, that going about 
ro find ſome determinate part ot ſuch a 
fraction, as 3, ;, or the like , you may 
indeed divide it according to Decimal A- 
rithmetick , -and you ſhall pretently come 
near the truth, :and the further you con- 
tinue your diviſion , you thall fil come 
thenearer: but though you divide 1t ever- 
laſtingly , youthall never be ablc to get out 
intirely the ptrt you aim at, bur the 

uotient will {till be defective, and fome- 
thin wall for ever remain of the Div1- 
dend. 

To.make out this the more evidently , 
T put thefollowiny, Calc for an Example : 

A-£ ACYCN + 
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feven Workemen are to receive for ſome: 
Piece of work 20* to- be equally divided 
amongſt them ; and ſuppoling my ſelf ro be 
one of the ſeven, I demand my ſhare ; bur 
firſt Iam tocompute what it comes to. To 
do this, I make uſe of Decimals, which in 
many queſtions are very expeditious ,and 
much 1n uſe at this day. It is no more but 
only todivide 20 by 7: bur (ince there 1s 


dend, and fo continuing the Diviſion to- 
four places.I find in the | Sonoriing this mixt 

Numberz.8.5. 7. which comes to 2* 10% 
19, and ſomething more, whichis a ſo- 
lution exact enough for common prac- 
tile. 

' Butthis isnot all; for there remains one 
of thedividend, that is to {ay s one thou- 
ſandth part of a Shilling, and ofthis I de- 
mand :, tomakeup my full proportion of 
the 20%. I theretore ſtill proceed to di- 
vide, in orderto get out my ſeventh part 
exactly : but I ſhall neverbe able todo itz, 


no, though the diviſion were tobe conti- 

nued from Ape to Ape for one thouſand 

years, and after that tor another, yer {till 

the Quotient would be toolittle, and the 
«Hiyidend inexhaultible. 
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In this plain and familiar queſtion, re- 
ſolved by Decimals, three things are evi- 
dent. 1. Thar in a few minutes time an. 
anſwer may be given, tho not exa&t, yet 
ſufficiently true for commor uſe : that is 
to ſay, in halfan hour at moſt , I may fafe- 
ly aver it, that ſo much ts my full ſhare, 
within leſs thanone Millioneth part of a 
farthing ; and yet at the ſametime, Imay 
be ſworn, that the ſame isnot my propor- 
tion exactly. 

2. Let me continne the diviſionas far, 
andas long as pleaſe, Iſhall come nearer 
ſtill and nearer to the truth , and every 
new figure in the Quotient adds fome- 
thing to my ſhare, which I had not before 
it leflens the dividend and approaches by 
various (or rather infimite) degrees nearer 
» ;, which 1s the proportion aimed at: 

ur | 

3. It can never be accompliſht 5; My- 
riads of Ages would not ſutfice' to drain 
this Fountain. You may ſuppoſe j you 
pleaſe) the Quotient to be extended in de- 
cimal fra&tions, as far as from the Arctic 
to the Antarttic Pole ; all that wouldnot 
reach a true ſeventh part, tho? every fi- 
gure (asI faid) advance fomething towards: 
t- A 6» Let 
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. Letus now lay: alÞ this together; here- 
18 a Mark to. be-hit,, as ſuppole it were @. 
Jack lying .in: a- bouling-alley, you may. 
aime At it, and, preſently. come within a 
hair's, breadth , your Boul may be;{tt}] in. 
motion.,.and eyery moment come nearer 
to the Mark, and yet ſhall never: touch it; 

This Example 1n Arithmetick ſeems ro 
conclude no [6 than thoſe two other 
Noted curidſities in Geometry, concern» 
ing the Hyperbole and Diagonal, and hag 
a.rcſpective athnity to them both, or 
whereas the Hyperbole, may have'ſuch-a 
Relation to a. right line drawn near it; 
that both being prolonged, it thall, come 
nearer and nearer unto,the ſaid right Line; 
yer how far ſoever both lines be extended, 
they ſhall never meet ; this 1s -very, nearly 
reſembled ,in the caſe. betore-, us, . And 
whereas it 1s impoſſible to aſſign any comp 
mon Ncatureftor the Side and, Diagonal of 
a'Square ,., which. ſhall exactly meaſure 
them both, but there will remain a part 
of the one line, Jeſs than the, ſaid Com- 
mon Meaſure, attcr you have,;made.that 
as little as you pleaſe : So herc,, it is: im- 
poſhÞble to exhauſt Necimal Numbers by. 
kcyens , becaule. that.7. and 10; ( or any 
number: 
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mumber conſiſting of 1. with the Addition* 
of Cyphers ) arc fo far incommenſurable,.. 
that nothingabove an Urut can be.a Com»: 
mon Meaſure to them.both, 'To conclude, 
trom this-plain and familiar inſtance, may 
be interred the.endleſs diviſibility of mat- 
ter, that the parts of any-thing excced the 
whole, and that the whole Globe of Earth 
1s no further divitible, nor cannot be ſaid 
ro contain a greater Number ot parts, than 
one {mall gram of Sand. 

Now- it there be ſuch a Myſterious 
depth in lines and numbers, ſuch abound- 
lets Abyſs in any ſmall particle of Earth or 
Clay, that the Wit of Man cannot com- 
prehend'ir, wharthall we fay of im-thes 
made all things in Number, Weight and 
Meaſure ? How can we excuſe the auda- 
cious folly of pretending to meaſure Eters- - 
nity by the unequal Standard of our Judge- 
ment, or circumſcribe infinity within the 
narrow Circle of Humane Capacity ? 
Wherefore it the Reader thall diſlike the 
following Diſcourſe , and the Reaſons 
therein made uſe of, .let him tor his own 
datifaction (and. tor minc too,at he pleaſe) 
bethink himſelf of better, and therein he 
zaay do a piccc of (crvice, both uſctul and 
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acceptable. But for any one to confine 
the ineftable perfeCEtions of the Supreme 
Being, to his own faculties (or rather fan- 
cies) whilſt in the mean time he cannot 

wean adequate Account of himſelf, nor 
of any thing almoſt that is abouthim, he 
will ind, atlaſt, tobe a piece of egregious 
vanity , and an undcrtaking.altogetherdeſ- 
perate. 
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An occaſional 


DISCOURSE, 


Concerning 


GOD'S FORE-KNOWLEDGE 
and 


MAN'S FREE-AGENCY. 


1; Happened a while ago , to 
7.0 be preſent at a Diſcourſe be- 
| 8844 tween rwo Gentlemen, con- 
at cerning the fatal Period of 
Z2 Mans life,, or the fixed cer- 

tainty of future Events: theone affirmin 
it, from the conſiderationof Gods Fore- 
knowledge ; the other denying it, from 
the evident certainty of Mans Free-will. 
The former urged ; what God Foreſees, 
cannot but come to paſs : thelatter plead- 
ed, Man cannot chooſe, nor refulc, the 
doing of that,. whichis certainto be done. 
I rhought there was truth in what they 
both grounded their arguments upon, but 
rtainuntercnces, pretended to be drawn 
trom 
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from thence, which this Diſcourſe pro- 
duced, I could by no means approve of. 
I did therefore interpole alittle for an ac- 
commodation , bat with ſo ill ſucceſs, 
that I have amind totry, if I can do any 
better in this Paper; Notthat I will pre- 
ſume.to moderate. betwixt two Perſons, 
each of them better learned, and of far 
grcatcr abilities than my ſelt. Burt ſince 
their Diſcourſe hath {ſo fix*d the ſubjeEt 
in my mind, that I cannot eaſily remove 
it, I will onlyartempr toclearthe Notion 
a littleto my own apprehen{ion, by ſetting 
my thoughts in ſome kind of order in 


reference to this matter. I ſhall therefore 


endeavour theſe three things. 

I. Toaſlert from Scripture, that God 
forelces future events; and that neverthe« 
leſs, Man isa free and voluntary Agent. 

2: 'To ſhew, how theſe two things a- 
gree together z and detett the fallacy of 
thoſe Reaſonings that repreſent them in- 
conſiſtent. 

2. Toanſwer ſome of thoſe ObjeCtiong 
thatarc wont to occurinthis Debate. 

1 begin with thefirſt, and eaſteſt part of 
my Task, -namely , to aſſert Gods Fore+ 
knowledge, and MansFree W out - th 
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Scriptures. Thele are indeed two {cveral 
ſubjects,. and might challenge each of 
them a-diftin&t Head of Diſcourle : yet [ 
rather choſe ro manage them bocth in one, 
by linking Scriptures together in ſuch fort, 
that_of cach couple, the one ſhall make 
our Divinc Preſcience, and the other Hus 
mane Freedom ; and being conlider'd to- 
gcther, ſhall evince, that both thetc have 
ott-times been.converſant about the ſame 
particular event: thar is, one 'Text ſhalt 
prove Gods Fore-knowledge of, and ano- 
ther ſhall evidence Mans Freedom #7: 
doing or retuſing the ſame individual 
Action. 

But firſt, that I may clear my way asmuch- 
asI can, I muſtexplain the Terms, or give 
ſome account, at leaſt, how I underſtand 
them. Some indeed except againſt the. 
word Preſcience,. and tell us,.that God. 
doth not properly fore-ſce any thing, ſince 
al things as preſent ; but 
this I count is Criticiſm without Neceſli- 
ty; forthe word isfrequently uſed, as tis 
taken in this Diſcourſe, and 4s- proper c- 
nough with reſpect unto us, and to ſuch 
things as arenor yetin being. What thalk 
uc a thouſand ycars hence , is indeed po-- 
Ln» 
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tentially in God , bur not yet actuall 
exiſtent: Se that his knowledge of fack 
things, isnot unfirly called Preicience, as 
alſo the reſpect and confideration of ſome- 
what that 1s diſtant, is called Providence, 
Now as Gods Omnipotence did virtually 
comprehend from Eternity , all the Crea- 
tures that were tobe produced in Time ; 
So his Omniſcience, gives him an entire 


by a 

- fin d they do an 
thing unknown to him? He knows wha 
himiſclf will bring to paſs in ſpite of al 
oppoſition; and he knows what Latitude 
he will allow his Creatures in their actions. 
Since therefore God almighty knows his 
own Will, and fince Nothing can ever 
come to paſs without his Will, either po- 
fitive or permiſlive ; it muſt tollow, that 
he ſees and. knows all things and events, 
which arc to come, and nor yet actually}. 
exiſtent, with equall certainty as it they 
were preſent. And this is what 1 mean by 
Divine Preſcience. 


I muſtnow fix my Notionof Free-will, 
and herein I ſhall carctully avoid all School 
Controverlics about it, or about Coms- 

mon 


and Mans Free-agency. Ig 
ally] on and Efhicacious Grace: as alſo thofe 
fa wed Dominican Fancies about a thing they call 
| |* Next Power, which is next to none 
Cy as y ; nc, 
| and Sufficient Grace, which ſome think 
altogether inſufficient. Theſe and ſuch like 
| queſtions leave to be beaten into Atoms 
>... j between the Jcſuites and Janſenitſts. 
"me: And whereas fome contend, that it is in 
ntirel ©very Mans power to do whar the Goſpel 
ions #9210yns : For ſhould God require of any 
ved yan what is impoſſible tobe done by him, 
he muſt ned&ds appear tobe a hard Malter. 
Otherg geny that any man can, or ever 
will cffeQually believe and repent without 
pecxarOracec, which wherever it comes, 
makes a thorow work of Converſion in 
the heart, and therefore can never be loſt, 
ever[2or the perſon in whom it is finally miſ- 
- po-[Earry. | 
that]. Others again ſay, there isa ſufficiency of 
ents, [Grace , which with pious endeavours will 
ually[2ringa Man to happineſs, yetunder apoſ- 
they bility of Apoſtarizang , in which caſe God 
n by [Pay and doth fometimes relinquiſh the 
Perſon to final deſtruCtion. 
will, And others, to name no more, ſay, 
hoolfhcre is a Common Grace or Univerſal 
ons Talent 
mon 0 Prov. Letters. 
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Talent givento all Men, which tho? of it 
ſelf, it1s by no means ſufficient ,- yet up- 
on a conſcientious improvement thereof, 
with earneſt Prayer tor further daily Sup- 
lies, it will pleaſe God ro beſtow ſuch a 
one ng as ſhall be ſufficient to Salvas 
tion z whilſt thoſe who were intruſted 
with the ſame ſtock, having laid it up ina 
Napkin, .are through their own default 
utterly ruin'd. Yet they add withal , that 
there area certain Number, more pecu 
liarly called the Ele, whom Efhcaciov 
Grace does ſeize upon , ſome in a high 
Carricrce of Wickedneſs , others at fir{ 
even againſt their Will, tho” inthe day 0 
Gods almighty power.,. they become 
willing People, to that degree, that the 
defire nothing ,more than to lay out thei 
lives, to ſpend and be ſpent (as S. Pau 
ſaid ) for: the advaneement- of that Grac 
and truth ,. whereby they, are ſubdu'd an 
urified: Bur cheſs (theylay) are not th 
Rule and Meaſure of: God's dealing wit 
Mankind in general, but arcto be look 
upon, ascertain high and noble Inſtanc 
ot the Freeneſs and Efhcacy of Davin 
Grace, and of God's exerciſing an A 
mighty Prerogative in chooſing a _ 
*ex 
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Perſcecutor , or tome Atheittical Debau- 
chee, to be made a peculiar favorite and 
choſen Veſlel to himtelf. 

Whereas (I ſay) there are theſe (and 
perhaps ſome other) opinions, that are 
wont to fall under con{ideration, when the 
buſineſs of Free-will is in debate ; I ſhall 
not trouble my ſelf to determine which is 
beſt, noris it material tomy deſign : *risnot 
impoſhible, but with a due recipe unto 
perlons, times and circumſtances, there 
may be —_— of truth in them all, and 
cach of them perhaps = be good or bad, 
according as *tis manag*d. Truthand Er- 
rour I look upon as Gold and Droſs: The 
one 18a pure and ſplendid thing, but ma 
be adulterated or abuſed, and ſeldom 1s 
without alloy z the other, tho” baſe and 
ignoble, contains for thc moſt part ſfome- 
thing of true metral, if duly ſeparated 
from the reſt. 

This only (under ſubmiſſion) I ſhall ads 
venture to lay as my own preſent thoughts 
about this matter, and ſo procced, name- 
ly, that moſt men, however under a {tate 
of Nature , may do much moral good, 
which ſhallnot paſs unrewarded, and {ome= 
thing too (for ought they can know to the 
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contrary) towards acceptance with God. 
'That many men through the Divine good- 
neſs ſhall be ſaved, that neither know 
punctually the time of their converſion, 
nor certainly whether they be converted 
ornot. That few there arc who attain to 
that compleat aſſurance, as to baniſh, at 
all times, all manner of dubitation. That 
It 1s all mens duty to ſeck that they may 
find, and to wait upon God in the uſe of 
thoſe means appointed by him in his Word; 
and we have bo promiſe for ſuccels. And, 
that no man can truly ſay now , or ſhallbe 
able to plead ar the Jaſt day, that he hath 
uſed his utmoſt endeavours, and found 
them unſuccestul. Thecie and the like con- 
fiderations may be ground enough for 
men to be doing good at preſent, and tor 
their reliance upon the goodneſs of God 
for the tuture. But on the othet hand, 
fince there is a ſpiritual as wellas a flethly 
wickedneſs, and Satan 1s transform*®d 
ſomerimes into an Angel of Light , and 
leſt Man ſhould be lifted up with an ap- 
prehenſion of certain fine things thar bs 
cando; let him remember, that *tis God 
who worketh in him both to will and to 
do of his good pleaſure; that of himſelf 
he 
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he can do nothing , and that all his righ- 
teouſneſs is but filthy raggs. And this will 
helpto poiſe him at the Center between the 
two Extreams of fainting and preſuming, 
and will diſcover a neceſlity of an humble 
attendance at the Throne of Grace, that 
God would ſupply unto him thoſe Divine 
aids, and Spiritual powers, by which he 
may be enabled ro .encounter oppolition, 
and find acceprance in Chriſt Jeſus. 

And herein perhaps may conſiſt the nar. 
rowneſs of the way that leads to life. For 
one man, ſuppoſing hecan donothing ac- 
ceptableto God, reſolves to take his caſc, 
until the Spirit , that Wind which blow- 
eth where it liſt, breath upon him : anos 


ther thinks heis able and willing, todo all 
hat God requires; he admires his awn 
good-husbandry in the improvement of his 
Talent, and thanks God, he1s not like 0- 
her men. Now the way lying inthe midle 
erwixt theſe Extremines, theleaft ſtep 
owards a Carnal Liberty on the one hand, 
r a Phariſaical Righteouſneſs on the 0- 
her, mult needs be a deviation from the 
ight path, as this collateral Diſcourſes a 
digreſſion from what I intend. But I now 
return, and do ſay, that let men _— 
waat 
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what doctrine they pleaſe concerning 
race , it will not import the matter in 
and, fince I ſhall contine my Notion of 
Free- Wil to thoſe things that are on all 
hands acknowledged to be within Mans 
power, —_— only the ordinary .con- 
currence of Gods providence thereunto. 
I conſider then, ther Man above other 
Creatures hath knowledge: to judge and 
diſtinguiſh of things commodious or in- 
convenient, beneficial or noxious to him, 
1m the concerns of his lite: and it would be 
a ſtrange Solzciſm 1n Nature, if he had not 
the Liberty of chooſing the one ,- and re. 
fuſing the other. Whar doth it advantage 
aman, to know the difference between a 
Sheep and a Wolf, if hewant the Power, 
or the Will, to make a benefit of the one, 
and avoid the miſchief of the other ? Nay I 
do not ſee, but this might render Man © 
all Creatures moſt miſerable, ſince hi 
knowledge of good could beno other to 
him than Gall and Butcrne(s; whilſt he 
finds himſelf fatally carned onto Evil. And 
ſuppoſe he had been alwayes predetermine 
to good, his knowledge 'ot evil then ha 
been invain, orrather indeed it. had bee 
impoſſible; fince Man couldnothayecom 
y to 
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- tothe knowledge of Evil, butby doingir. 
And what could Man under a neceffity of 
always doing good, ſignifie , more thank 
good Watchf which tho? it moves regu- 
jiarly z VCt 1s it altogether involuntary , 
cannot do otherwiſe , knows not that it 
moves at all z and conſequently 1s inca- 
pablc of praiſe or encouragement , reward 
- or puniſhment. "Thus 1t we take away 
from Man his facultics of ,Judging and 
Chooling , we make the Lord of the 
Creation the moſt contemptible thing in 
Naturc , and put him under the teet of 
thole Brutcs, hc was made to rule over. 
So that without voluntary Agency , that 
1s, withouta Will and the proper Exers 
cite thereot , Man becomes -little better 
thana Scnl(]-{s Machine. 

But now onthe contrary , we ſee plain= 
1y, that, by the good providence and di- 
{polal of Almiglity God, men have power 
to do many things, as namely, to culti- 
vate the Earth, to build "a4 5 to pro- 
vide againtt hunger and cold, to educate 
their Children, to exerciſe ſeveral Arts 
and 'I'rades , tor the benefit of humane lite, 
and to manage ail theſe according to cer- 
tain Rulcs, Mcthods and Obiervations, 
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ariſing partly trom Expericnce , and part- 
P from mens conſulting one another. I 
ay, in all theſe , and a thouſand more 


particulars,men do confider and delibcrate, 


and then purſue their ſeveral deſigns, 
ſome with «: ng , Others with a lcfler 
ſhare of prudence , but cach imploying 
his Meaſure, and accordingly determin- 
ing to choole this, and retule the other. 

, ſhort, I conceive, thatGod having 
indued Man with an underſtanding to 
judge, and a Will to chooſe, and con- 
tinually 94.4.5 2 From with power to act 
according to his Nature, he doth not or- 
dinarily over-power, or unpelhis tacultics, 
but leaves him to the free Uſe and Exer- 
ciſe thereof in things within his proper 
Sphere. And this is what 1 mean by Frce- 
will. Now I addreſs ro my Province, 
which 1s to aſſert this, together with 
God's Fore- knowledge of future Events 
from the Scriptures. 

'The firlt pair of Scriptures that I im- 
ploy for this ſervice, ſhallbe out of Exo- 
aus, a where Moſes 1s appointed of Cod 
to go unto Pharaoh , and ſay unto him, 
Let us go, we be ſeech thee, into the wilder. 

neſs, Geo, 
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neſz. Fc, It is not catily to be imagined, 
bur that Pharaoh had power to have grant=- 
ed this requelt ar firit, and the very re- 
quelt it felt doth ſtrongly imply a Liber- 
ty of granting it. No goad Matter will 
require any thing of his meaneſt Servant, 
with intention to punith him ſeverely tor 
nor doing it , and yet ſecretly contrive 
means to prevent and diſable him, thathe 
cannot do it. To fay, that God ſhould 
ſend Moſes to make a requeſt unto Pha- 
ravh , ſaying , Let us go, we pray thee, that 
he thould deitroy him ar lait tor refuſing, 
and in the mcan time ſhould bind up his 
heart by tome irre{ittable influence, trom 
all pothbility of granting it: this would 
nor only excuſe Pharaoh trom the guilt of 
fin, but make an odious repreſentation of 
the Ever blcfled God ; as it his wiſdom 
were excrcis4d in laying ſnares for the in- 
nocent, and his power in their deitruc- 
tion. Should a W riting-Matter guide his 
Scholars hand, to make a blot, or ſome 
11} Character, and then beat him for it, 
whereas being left to himielt he would 
havedone better , what could be thought 
of ſuch behaviour in a Maſter? and how 
jut. would bc the Scholar's indignationa- 


gaintt him ? B z 'The 
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The ſinfulneſs of an action conſfjits i 
-this, that it 1s voluntary, and againſt the 
"Command; thenature ofa voluntary aCtio 
is, that*ris done out of choice and dclib 
ration, when otherwiſe it might be for 
. born. Now, either Pharaoh {inn'd in de 
taining the people, orhe did not; if not 
whercfore was he deſtroy'd ? * Shall nor th 
Zudge of all the Earth do right? It he did 
he acted out of choice, and conſequent] 
he might . have dilmiſſed the J/rae/rte; 

ſooner, it he had pleaſed, Hence it will 
alſo follow, that there coyld be no ſecret 
influence nor any predetermining Conf 
courſe from God , to bind his{acuiries, off t 
take away his Free-agency : only the pride 
of his heart , defpiling God's Meſſage tor 
him , and his dominecring ambition to d 
—_— Pcoplein flavery , 0id out-weigh / 
(in his unjuſt Ballance) the other Motivegh 
he had to diſpence with them. 

And hercin conliiteth the nature of Ed y 
leftion, that of two things propoſed it 
with Morives on either part, aman treely I 
chooſeth that which hkes him beſt, in higp' 
preſent apprehenſion, tho” at the ſame wv 
time (it he thought good) he might chook W 
the other. "Thus did Pharaoh chooſe to 
72) Gen, 18. 2, En om 
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n deJHumane Liberty are conſiſtent , and have 


"notÞbcen converſant about the fame individual 
ot th Action. 
did} Buthere anobjeCtion may ariſe fromthe! 
ently ſeventh Chapter and the third verſe,where 
e/itef God fays;b He will harden Pharaoh's heart : 
will From whence it might be ſuppoted, that 
ecrct] Pharaoh could noract voluntarily , nor be: 
Conf faid to have any real Freedom of Will, To 
2s, orf this I anſwer: 
pridgd 1: I willnot deny , but that in confides 
20 to ration of Pharaoh's former wickedneſs, in 
n tof dealing ſo barbaroufly with the People of 
eight /frael, God inight torſake him, and give 
11yc him overto hardneſs of heart. But then 

| 2. Ideny that this hardneſs of heart, by 
Eq whom to ever, or in what manner ſo ever 
>ſedy ir was wrought, coulddeprive him of the 
reely mar eines. a Civil A& within his 
n hy power. He might for ſome ſelf End, or 
ſame} with ſome 11] deſign, have diſmifled the 
100k Iſracliues '' and yet {til] have retained his 
(e 10 S2 hard 
= de- a) Exod. 3. iy. (bj Lavd. 7. 3. Fs 
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hard heart: it was but a word ſpeaking , 


obſervable, that while the tmart was upon 
him, he could ſay, a / and my People are 
wicked; and promiled too, to let the I- 
ſraclitesgoz = {till, as he found refpir, 
(thinking perhaps the ſtorm was over) he 
retracted. On the one hand, there was 
the danger: of periſhing , or having (at 
leaſt) his "Snape d by thoſe Judge- 
ments God ſent upon him: On the other 
hand, there wasthe luſt of tyrannizing over 
an enſlaved People , and the benctit of 
their labours in making Brick. "Theſe two 
weights being oppoled cach to other inthe 
Scatcs , ſometimes the one, and then pre- 
ſently the other preponderates. And this 


purely is delibcration,. the rcliult whereot Þ 


15 chooſing, and chooſing 1s the undoubrted 
. property of a free Agent. 

3. Concerning the hardening of Pha- 
raoh*s heart, the apprchenhions of learned 
men are diftcreat : ' that wiich to mc ap- 
pears the molt-reaſonablc is to this ctteet, 
namely , that this induration 1s not to bc 
underitood asany poltive Act, or imme- 
diate Lfhicicnty trom God, whereby Pha- 
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aoh's heart was made hard (muchleſs his 
Vill predetermin'd) directly and proper- 
Iy, no morc than it istobc underſtood that 
"ur Saviours coming was dirc&ly and 
*.aghy to fill the World with diſlen- 

ons , becauſe he himlſclf ſaith expreſly, 

that * he came not to bring peace on the 
arth, but rather dviſion, 'TFhe primary. 

ntention of the Gotpel, no doubt, was 
eace and good will towards men ; but 

iccting with various tempers , and ſun- 

dry degrees of corruption in the hearts of 
ncn , 1t could not chooſe but occaſion 
i0ention and a {word-upon the Earth. In 
like manner the primary intention of Gods 
Judgments, 1s to retorm the World, and 
ring men to repentance, whilit in ſome 

crtons they have a quite contrary cttect. 

So that, as the Goſpel of Peace was. 
he accidental cauſe of War, fo might: 
1d's dealing with Pharaoh tend to 4s. 
is hcart, and yet to foiten a lets rebel- 
19us one, as the ſame Sun beam meclteth, 
Vax and hardneth Clay. Andasfin by the 
ommandment becomes excceding 4in-- 
ul, Þin fo much that the Commanuincnt 
Liclf, which was ordained unto lite, is 
B 4 tound 
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found to be unto death : So Pharaoh' 
ſtubbornneſs , under the Divine hand, be 
comes the more exceeding ſtubborn ; an 
that Chaſtiſement, which was ordained un 
to reformation, did the more eftectuali; 

romote his ceſtruEtion. Hencei1t is high 
y probable, . that, [will harden his heart 
may importno more than this, I will bring 
fac things to paſs, and in ſuch a manner 
as ſhall , through his own corruptions, 
render him much more obdurate. 

That the natural and dirc& rendency o 
Gods dealing with Pharaoh was to con- 
vince him , ſeems very apparent from 
theſe conſtderations: 1. He orders Meoſe 
to try him with innocent Miracles, after 
wards with ſmarting ones, by ſuch de. 
Frees, Lill it come at laſt,to the death © 
is Firſt- born. 2. While the plagues lay 
heavy upon him, he gave ſome {1gns of a 
yielding and relenting temper , but cver 
in the intervalls he contracted a greater 
obduratneſs. 3: The Judgments of God 
had their proper effect upon the Epgyp- 
tians, ſo fir, that they would gladiy have 
had the [fraelites dimifled ſooner , and ar 
laſt, were not only urgent to have them 
gone in haſte, but willing to part with 

their 
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their © Jewells into the bargain. Theſe 
conſiderations (I ſay) ſeem very much to 
tavour the . forementioned ſenſe of the 
Place, but whether that be the only true 
meaning ot it, 1thall not contend, folong 
as I can make it. good, that Pharaoh wKs a 
Free-Apent in that particular thing which 
was foretold by God Almighty. 

The ncxt double Teſtimony ſhall be 
ont of b'Fzekzel, where the Prophet is 
jent to the /ſraelites, and words pur into 
his mouth , to warn and dchort them 
tron! their wicked ways, leſt they ſhould 
dye. Hence TJ argue thus Either the houſe 
of Iſrael m ight have obcycd Gods meſſage 
to them by the Prophet, or elle not : If 
not, how ſhall we clcar the ſincerity of 
Gods dealings with them ? Or will hts 
tov. to them appear any more than'a 
Complement ? L<ct us have a care of in- 
king upon blaſphemy. But, it they 
might have humbled themſelves at the 
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Prophet's voice , as Vineveh did, in the 


kke caſc, it will follow , that they were 
not by any previous nececflity diveited of 
their Liberum eArbitrium,as 1s allo evident 
from theſe words ſo often repeated in the 

B 5 Pro- 
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Prophet's Commiſſion, Whether they w1l! 
hear, or whether they will forbear , which 
Is as much as to ſay, they have their free 
choice. And what follows? 2 Zzt the 
Houſe of Iſrael will not harken unto thee. 
God doth not only afford Liberty and Op- 
portunity of repentance, but heurges the 
ſame by _—_— pleadingsand inducements : 
and yet at theſame time, hetoreſcesa con- 
trary Event. And this is what | undertook 
to allert trom the Scriptures. 
_ Again, inthe 5 of Hoſea, Þ God tore 
tells, that rae! and Ephraim ſhall tail in 
their iniquity , Juda alto ſhall fall with 
them: yetin the 6'b> Chapter © he exhorts 
to repentance. This indeed might have its 
proper cfic& too, upon ſome {ma]l rem- 
nant that ſhould eſcape, 4 and remember 
God among the Nations whither they 
wercto be carried captives.But now there 
is the "ſame means afforded to thoſe that 
ſhou'd fall in their iniquity, as to the few 
that ſhould eſcape; nor doth God's Fore« 
knowledge of the ſeveral Events impoſe a 
n=ceſſity upon either. He grants Liberty 
unto both, which he knows a remnant 
will 
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will make good uſe of, whilit the greater 
Number will abuſe it to their ruin. Thus 
it 1s evident, thatLiberty and Preſcience 
arc conſi{tent. 

It is moreover propheſied, that by 2 rea- 
ſon of Idolatry, they ſhall be as Chaft 
driven with a whirlewind out of the 
I'loor ,. and as ſmoke out of the Chinney : 
yet afterwards, we read in the ſame Chaps 
tcr, Þ O Iſrael, thor haſt deſtroyed thy ſelf. 
We do not ule to fay , a man deltroys 
himſelt, thatis unwillingly run down by 
cxternal force, or ſome inevitable neceſſi- 
ty; nor canhe that ruines himſelf charge 
thetault upon another, If 1ſrae! deſtroys 
himſelt, he is ſurely the Agent of his own 
deſtruction ; and it ſo, he iscither a Vo-: 
luntary oran involuntaryAgent : if invo- 
luntary, he cannot be ſaid to deſtroy hime 
telf, no more than a houſe burns it ſelf 
when fire is ſet toit by an Incendiary. An 
involuntary Agent, asa Sword or a Hami- 
mer , can only act as *tis mannag*d b 
hands, and hoſt overr'd by the Will. Ic 
remaines then, that Iſracl was the volun: 
tary Agent of his own ruine; and, fince 
this is tarctold of God by the Prophet, jt 
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muſt follow (itthe Scriptures be true) that 
Divine preſcience doth not any way in- 
fringe Sol bony » or Free-agency of ras 
tional Creatures. 

God foreſaw, that wicked hands would 
be forward enough to deliver up that 1Jiz 
vine Perſon untodeath, who was the ? Lord 
of Life; nay, his determinate countcl did 
concur with his Fore-knowledge, to tar 
as to let it procced to-cxecurtion , as-the 
learned Mr. Howe.ob{crves. And ow 
Saviour Þ himſelf,. not only deſcribes par- 
ticularly. the manner and circumitances 
of his owndeath, whenyet it was notnear 
at hand , butis ſaidalſoto © knarw all things 
that ſhould come upon him. Yct if the 
Actors of this wickedneſs had been right- 
Iy informed what they were about, they 

would. have left their work for other 
hands. Thar's very ſtrange (fays one of 
our Diſputants). here 1s.an Event ſecur'd 
by the determinate counſel of God, hcre 
is the place where, .the manner how:, and 
the Perſons by whom it ſhould be brought 
to pals, deſcrib'd betore hand by our Sa- 
Viour 3 Can any thing that is ſo infallibly 
ccrtain admyr, of an It? Yes, in St. Paul's 

AC- 


AAA 23.- (by). Matt 25. 17. (c) Jo. 18, 4. 


and Man's Free- agency. 37 


a:countit may, and he is aperion thar de- 
ſerves ſame regard, And indeed, his afler- 
tion will appear highly reafonable, when 
we conſider the Princes of this world, fo 
fadiy misintormed as they were 5 anvil int- 
peg'd upon by all rhe wicked Artitice nn- 
ginablc, yet we do nor find them very: 
eager to be concern'd m the blood of that 


juit perſon, when the principal Agent 


pretends-2 to wail his hands of - it , and 
mrotefles, Þ he tound no caule of death in 
him. And had it not been tor the impc- 
tous clamours of a wretched people, and 
the danger of atumulr, *ris probable that” 
the malicious contrivances of the Pricits, 
and their ſham Evidence, would not have 
weighcd againtt Pilate*s native Clemency. 
WW hatinult we then think had been done, 
in caſe ot a ght information ? Why the 
Apoltle tells us ; © 11ad they known it, they 
w81d not have crucified the Lord of Glory. 
This puts 1t out of all doubr that they 
were under no other torce than the Reſule 
of their owndelibcration. On the one hand, 
there was the meeknels of the Priſoner, 
the clemency. of the Judge, and the dit- 
agxeement of the Witneſſes: onthe other 
B 7 hand, 
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hand,there was the influence of the Pricits, 
the ignorance of the Court, and cries of 
the Multitude; which kept the buline(s 
for a while in Equilibrio ; but then, the tear 
of a tumult ſupcradded,calt the Scales. Nor 
were they under any further Neccſhty of 
crucifying our Saviour, by means of ſuch 
Divine Forchght, that he ſhould be cruci- 
ficd, than they would have been under, in 
caſe it were tobe tupp lcd ,thar Go. had 
not fo puncmually forcieen , or forctold rhe 
{ams. 

There are many other places of Scrip= 
turc, that do evidently prove there is in 
Man a tree ElcEtion. Solomon is Com- 
mended for asking Wiftome, 2 when he 
might have asked riches,or length of dayes, 
or revenge upon his Enemies : and Ana- 
nias Þ is the more condemned for tallity a- 
bout the price of the Land, becauſe that 
cven after it was fold, it was in his own 
power. 

c If a Wife make a Vow, it 1s left to her 
ku;bands choice, euher toeftablichit; or to: 
make it void. 

4 Chooſe youthis day whom you will ſerve, 

Go 


8) 1Kings 2-1. (b) AR,4.5. (c) Num. 3%, 
(d) Jol..24. 35+ Yr OY "Rees 2 


00 2. > ko >. a." 


t 


and Mans Free- Agency. 19 


i Go and ſayunto David, thus faith the 
Lord, I offer thee three things; chooſe thee 
one of them, that I may dot unto thee. 

Thceic Scriptures are ſo clear, they need 
no Commentary , nor do they admit of any 
02Jection. Anu I think there 15no leſs, - 
vidence tor Divine Preſcience,, ſfincc all 
Prophecics , an many other places of 
Scripture, do cither dircetly, or by jutt 


| coOn{equence put it beyond Uitpute, with 


all thatracknowledge the Authority of that 
{1cred Book. 1 ihill mention no more but 
this one, and therewith clole up this firtt 
part of my undertaking : it isfodire&tand 
tull to the purpolc ,as it the H. Gholt had 
delign'd 1t to removeall (cruple and hefita- 
tion about that matter.Þ / az» God,and there 
75 none like me, declaring the end from the 
beginning, and from ancient times the things 
that are not yet done. 

Had 1 Icifurc now, or opportunity, to 
conſult the Fathers or Schoolmen; I am 
iaclinable ro believe, I thould have their 
gencral ſuffrage inthis matter; but truly 
thoſe Gentlemen arenone of my Familiars, 
and I was loth to troublethem. Yet mcet- 
ing by accident with two of them, which. 

" "EG 
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a), 2d], 24+12, (b) lla. 46,4, 
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are eiteemcd no leſsthan Oractcs, I made 
bold to ask- them» their opinions in the 
caſe. I confeſs, I wasnot difpleaſed to find 
them ſo very civil, and favourable tro the 
Notions , | -had. already formed:, and in 
part written down, - Coneerning this {ub- 
j<ct. One of theſe was the learned Swarec, 
who firft of all-difputing ccpiouſly about 
Mans capacity of zcting freely ; he brings 
IT at Jait ro thisifſue : © Frperimur entm e- 
videnter, ſitunreſſe tn noſtra poieſtate alignid 
agere vel omittere, & ad hocutemnur rattone 
& drſcurſu ac confultatione, ut in unam par- 
tem potits quam 11 aliam mclinemur : Et 
ergo Eletlio poſitiva in noſtro arbitrio, alto- 


qui fuiſſet nobis data ſuperflue, hac delibe- 


randi & conſultandi vis; 'I'his comes clole | 


to that point. And then mn the next place, 
he dothno leſs vigorouſly maintain God's 
Forc- knowledge of all Events andAcCtions, 
whether voluntary,or contingent;'the tum 
of which is thus, 
»» Þ God cannot ( faith he) be ignorant 
,» of what he himſelf doth, or will do,bez 
»y cauſe he knows his own W1ll and his 
»» power to eftc&t what he wills. Nor 
39 Can 
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a) Mctaph. Tom, 1, pag.1338, 339. (b) Tome 2. 
Pag. 92, 931 


——— 


*” Ts Ms 


's os MR 3 oe we 8 SU EY 


one 

AT - 

E/t 
l19- 
be- 

ole 
Tao 
»9's$ 
Mn\, 
um 


rant 
bes 
| his 
Nor 
can 


- 


- > ——— 


and Man's Free-agency. 4t 


Do — ——— — 1 CUI co err renee 


4y Can hc he ionorant of what his Creatures 
»» do now, .or what they thall do hereat-- 
, tcr , becauſe whatever 1s poſitive in their 
»» actions, is by immediate influence trom* 
,» himſelf: and whar there is of privation' 
,» Or detect ,, cannot be without his per- 
»» Miſſion, and therefore he cannot be 
_ —_— of” mens ſinfu] or wicked a- 
»» Ctions. He goes on to ſhew, that unleſs: 
»» God did heckip from Eternity what 
»» ever was, Or is to come to pals in time, 
,» he could neither be omnipotcnt nor * 
y» Immutable. Not omnipotent, becauſc 

»» In reference to thoſe things whercot he 
,» had no forclight , his Providence and 

» Government of affairs mult necds be - 


| ,, defective. Notimmutable, becauſe ſome- 


,» thing mnit daily occur to: his know- 
» leege which he knew not before. 

Arque hince ſequitur Denm babere hanc- 
Sczentiam Creaturarum que funtin tempore 
ex arernitate- ſua: ut totam illam ſimul ha- 
beat ſine ſucceſſiine, quia non poteſt in ſe- 
variationem admitiere, item quia non poſſet 
Deus habere per fettam providentam in ve- 
bus adminiſlirandis, miſt haberet omnium- 
preſerentizm. "Thus tar that eminence 
Schoolman, 


The 


— 
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The other is the Angelical Thomas A- 
guinas, as ſome are pleated to ityle him. 
He in his Sum of Theologie diſpatchcsme 
ina few words. For having firit deſcribed 
Providence to be a reſpect to ſomewhat 
that is diſtant, according to which the oc- 
currences now preſent are to be ordered, 
which doth therefore neceſſarily include 
preſcicnce : he ſaith afterwards, Prov- 
dentia Dei eſt omnium ſingularium, nec ta» 
men 4a rebus excludit contingentiam , nes ca- 
ſum , nec fortunam , nec liberum arbitrium, 

Aad hercunto, taat it was atl»wed by 
St. Auguſtine asa Nlaxime: That God by his 
fore-hnowled Te, dath not neceſſitate, or con= 
ftrain , the commg 10 paſs of the things fore- 
known by him, "| heic Tcitimonics, as they 
arc of unqucitionable Authority,foarc they 
clear, direct,.and tull ro the purpole; and 
this iSalll uchgntortne tiff} general head, 


I am now 11the ſecond place toattempt 
Certain realo:ts, Or Conlhuicrations, Where- 
by to accommodate the difference , or at 
leaſt ro icl];n the oppoſition ,, that {cems 

_—_ LS a 
to be between Preſciince and Free W 11, 
Thc hceaus to be mtilted on tor that pur- 
POC Are Licle three : nuncly, The ruth 


of 


ns 


Tee 
1th 
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of the Holy Scriptures, The Harmony of 


| the Divine Attributes , and T he Non-cau- 


ſalty of Divine Preſcience. 
F:rit then, I argue trom the yerity of 
the Scriptures z for I am.not defigning ta 
contute an Atheiſt , writing only to tuch 
asdoacknowledgerhe Truth and Authort- 
ty of thoſe Sacred Letters; but chiefly (as 
I ſaid before) tor my own ſatisfaction. 
Some. young Divines indeed -b. have ob- 
ſerved, who in their farlt ſetting out to- 
preach the Word, aftect to preach altoge- 
ther without ir, and icem ro triumph in 
diipclling the darkneis of Atheitme and 
Irrchgion , by the Gloworm-Lighrt of 
corrupt Nature : others there are, that 
prove their .Doctrines out of Terence, 
Tully and Seneca; whether it is,becauſethey 
nave not read the Bible, or that thevprec- 
ttrthe Authority of Heathen Writers be+ 
fore it, or that they would be thoughtto 
be proloundly icarncd, I thallnort ditpure; 
but I find other more experienc'd W ork- 
nen,, who do not trouble themiclves to. 
1g below the rrue foundation, but think 
ie Rock of Ages late enough tor them to 
build on. Now, asthat Comical Sort of 
Preaching, to vulgar Ears, doth rather 
anmutc 
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amuie than edifiez So this Eljay (which 
15-not like to be regarded by the learned) 
if it ſhould happen to take the Country 
air , would Jook very thin withour 
Scripture-Evidence. Burt if indeed the 
Scriptures do clearly ſpeak the Subſtance 
of whatis hercin contained, this oughtto 
havethe force of a Reaſon, with all thoſe 
that acknowledge the Authority of that 
Book. Nor will it be material to object, 
that this Argument doth not ſufficicntly 
make out the reaſonablenefs of what is here 
pleaded tor: For as thereare ſeveral Ranks 
of Priviledgd thmgs, which will not con- 
deicend toCommon Reaſon; ſo there are 
ſeveral degrees ofreaſon alſo, of which the 
lower ought to yield to the Supenour ; 
and itis the higheſtreaſon ſure, that God 
true, tho*cvery man thould be found : 
Lyer. 

I am by no means againſt it yer, that 
Arheiſm thould be encountred 'upon-it 
own principles, if at leaſt it can be ſaid t! 
have any principlesarall ; but every Strip 
ling'is not a fir Champion for an over- 
grown PFhiliitinc: and 1 had rather have 
chat Province entixely Ictt to fuch as cal 
Manage it,-than lwwc the Truth to _ 

JV 
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Ci | Þy weak Patronage. As for thoſe there- 
>q) | fore, that expect better proot than from 
try the Word of God, andthoſe natural con- 
»ur | Equencesariſing thence, I ſhall leave them 
the | 12 the diſcipline of their own Conſciences; 
tor 1t they are not convinced by what Pp. 
Nilkims, Bp. Ward, Mr. Boyle, Dr. Cud- 
worth , Sr. Cha.WMlolſeley, and ſome others, 
have alrcady ſaid againit Athciſm, I ſhall 
never hope to givethenm (atisfaction. 

Burt as tor thoſe twp Gentlemen, betwixt 
whom the Controverſy was ſtarted , upon 
which occaſion icribble down theſe haſty 
Notes , they are both of them {ll hope) 
ſcrious Chriſtians , not doubting in the 
lcaſt the truth of rhe Scripturcs., yet difter- 
ing vatltly 1ntheirapprehenſtons about this 
matter. One of them tis firm in the belief 
of Divine Pre{cience, but ſomewhat .heſl- 
tant as tothe buſine(s of Free Will : The 
other 1s fo much a Free-wilicr , thar he 
{eems to cathicr Divine Preſcicnce 3 For 
» lays he)if God ofter meany good thing, 
y and knows 1n thc mean time 1 will not 
y accept of it, | am nothing beholding'ro 
y 11m torhis kindacts. - - - - 

This manner of expreth »n concerning 
God, is over-bold and fawcy ;z tor we 
miay 
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may not ſpeak of him with ſucha Liberty, 
as 1s allowable in ocher matters. Beſides, 
let us obſerve the conſequence, and wel 
ſhall find it to be this, that -nher God Al- 
mighty has no knowledge at all of turture 
Events; or cle, that all conditional pro- 
miles, throughout the whole Scripture, 
arc no more than ſhadows: the tormer c 
which con{equenccs 1trikes at the pertec 
tionot the Diviac Nature, and thelatte 
blurrs the ſincerity of the inſpired Wrt 
tings. To which itmay bc addcd, thatfuc} 
Doctrine is falſe, and injurious to th 
goodneſs of God: Forhis benchts offered 
to Mankind arc not to be valued by hi 
tore-knowledge of Non-1cceprance , bu 
by their own intrinſfick worth, and by 
Mans Capacity of enjo\ rg them 1f le 
will. And tho? God doti aliurediy know 
who will not accept of [is kindnels, v« 
heknows art the ſame time, the tault 15 1 
themiclvcs; noristhcirrciufal any turthe 
neceſſary trom tuch Divine toreſight, tha 
otherwiſe it would have been. So thi 
ſome. pcrſons will feem indeed to have 
great Vencration for the Scriptures , an 
yet own fuch principles as render a gre! 
part oft them inſignificant z tor , it Go 
Fore 
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F'ore-knowledge neceſſitate all Events, fo 
that nothing could have fallen our other- 
wiſe than it doth : then all Divine Pre- 
cepts and Rules of Lite , all promuſes and 
threatnings upon certain conditions, are 
no more but Cheats and empty Formali- 
ties. Bur now, to thoſe that fincercly 
acknowledge the Divine Authority and 
Truth of the Scriptures, as all Chriſtians 


ought todo, the argument will lay thus; 


\Vhatever 1s intircly true, 1s allo har- 
. . . . * 2 
monious ana felt-conftitent. Bur rhe 
SCripturesare true. Ergo, &c. 


[f it be urged, r!:ar the Scriptures, as 
procceding trom God , are indeed molt 
pertectly and entirely true, vet paſſing 
through the hands ot ſo many men, in va* 
rious Copics and Verſions, t1om one Lan- 
guage mrto another, it cannot be, bur 
joinething of humane intirmity mult ſtick 
trotyem. This indeed 1 treely grantz and 
jf any {uch thing can be made evident in 
the Calc betore us, it wilthe very fit to be 
confidered. In the mean time, there can 
hardly any two things be named that are 
more cicarly and y:igoroufly aflerted in 


ycrip= 
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Scripture, than are Divine preſcienceand 
Irec-will, as well in the. places ab9ve- 
mentioned, as in divers others. .'rom 
whenccin will follow, that., it thoſe pla- 
ccs-ot Scripture be genuine, and no way 
corrupted ( which we mult {uppote,tillthe 
contrary be made out ) Govs Forc-know- 
Jedge and Man's Free-agency, arc not only 
true, but perfcEtiy harmomous and eon- 
ſiſtent each with othcr, altho? our limited 
1:ght and dazledeycs cannot tully enabic us 
to bchold theiragreement. 

Nor necd we wonder.at it., when we 
coriider, that not only 1a the Scriptures, 
butin Exchd's Elements, and many other 
Books approved. in. their kind, are found 
givers things, which a, great. number of 
Reade1s, tho' men of good {cnic, cannot 
cally underſtand or reconcile z and ſome 
things of that difficulty, that the greatett 
Maſters of Learning and Reaſon , have 
more than work enough to overcome, of 
Which, itnecd required , one nnght give 
particular inſtances. W ho will believe 
that the leaſt Diameter of ancedle's point 
ſhould bc divifible intoa Million /or rathcr 
infinite} parts, and yet thata Circic , how 
Jarge {locycr, can touch a right lnc bw 

in 
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in '* one point only? And fince a globu. 
lar body ſet upon a plain, can reach the 
ſame bur in one point , and a point 1s de- 
fned to be that,which hath no part: would 
it not be a ſtrange Paradox to fay , Þ A 
Globe can rouch a Plain inno part at all? 
Yet all-this leans upon Mathematical De« 
monſtration. 

It is caſy to obſerve, that when any dit- 
ficulty , or ſeeming oppoſition doth occur 
m Scripture, which common Readers can- 
not (and even learned ones not very eaſily } 
reconcile z two ſorts of Peoplc, the Pro- 
phanc, and Superſtitious, take hold of it 
to very ill purpoſe: th&one, apprehende 
ng it their Intereſt, to have no Rel 10N 
at all, looks upon rhe Scripture as a State 
contrivance to keep the World in order 
and ſubjcEtion, and hence they aſſume a 
lew*d Liberty of turningit into Barleſgue 
and Ardicule ; the other ſort, being for 
the molt part over eagerly devoted to 
ſome Party , bave a Religion made-up of 
a few betkions of truth, negleQing in 
the mcan time the ſum and ſubſtance. 
Theſe men purſue, to = beſt advantage 

of 


a) Thar is, the right line being drawn as a tangent , but 
not through the Circle. | 
(6) Eucl, det, 1, Lib. z. prop, 36, Lib, 10, prop. 117, 
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of their Sect, that part of Scripture which | 
hath the kindeſt aſpeCt upon their eſpoul- Þ 
ed Notions, andrun it off from the main 
body of truth, to that Extream, that it| 
becomes an Errourin Doctrine , and per-f 
haps roo a Rent in the Church. For the 
body of Truth may not unhtly be reſem- 
bled to the body natural, which cannot 
live in pieces. 

That there are unchangeable Decrees 
.of God, I do not doubt : - if that Do- 
Etrine be ſo manag'd as to evacuate men's 
Endeavours , this ſurely is an unwarran- 
table.Extream. Juſtification by Faith is a 
great truth ; bur if it be imprudently car- 
ried to that height, as to exclude , orff f' 
make men nor, a pood lite, it will be. 4! 
come a dangerous Errour, That Chrilty P 
dy'd forall, is a glorious Truth, as it 15 
laid down in Scripture: but if ſome {trerch 
that Dottrine to the aCEtual Salvarion of 
all men, and others thereupon pur the 
whole buſineſs of Salvation within Aar'; 
power , theſe doubtleſs arc vitious Ex 
rreams , opening a wide paſlage for prid 
.or prophaneneſs. The one makes Reli 
Zlon alrogether vain, and the other makc 


the grace of God not worth looking after, 
99 
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| So that whilft men run into ſuch violent 
| Extremities, they ſeem to tear off ſome 


particular Truths from their Unity with 


{ the whole, which from thence forward 
| turn into corruption, whilſt the main 


body of Truth 1s deferred by them, and be« 
comes ufeleſs. 

And this is the Caſe, not only of the leſs 
conlidering Sectaries , but even of thoſe 
that pretend vighly to Philoſophy ,, and 
aſpire after the Reputation of Wits ; 
One whereof (ſufficiently known) hath 
improv*'d three SyJlabes to that height, as 
ro rendera great part of theScriptures ri- 
diculous, and'the Noble army of Mars 
tyrs no other than a Company of wilful 
and ſuperſtitious Fools, in needleſly ex- 
poling themſelves to flames and tortures, 
* Go 11 peace, ſays the Prophet to Na4- 
wan; Which ſingle caſe he advances toa 
—_ difpenſation for any man to quit 
his Religion as oft as 1t ſhall be difficult 
and dangerous for him to profeſs it. And 
this I take to be the fountain Cauſe of all 
the Diviſions that are , or have been as 


;Jmong Chriſtians; namely, that men will 


not read the whole Scriptures , and give 
2 each 
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a) 2 Kings 5,19. 
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each part itsjuſt weighr and meaſure, duly 
ballanceing . and —— one thing 
with another: but each man according to 
his Complexion ar Education , or perhaps 
ſome predominant Melancholy, lays hold 
of that part that ſuits him beſt , and makes 
up a Religion for himſelf, which is little 


more than the Reſult of his natural tem« þ 


cr. 
- Here T call ro mind a paſlage of a.Qua- 
ker, which I happen'd to be. mo_—_ at : 
'The man was reputed among his Neigh- 
bours, an honeſt plain Man, but ſfome- 
what raſh, and of no deep conſideration, 
as may appear by the Story. The Diſcourſe 
fe1l out to be about ſwearing., and the 
Quaker could not forbear to declaim bit- 
terly againſt 1t , becauſer is ſaid, * Swear 
20t 4t all. One of the Company urged 
that of the Hebrews, where the Axthor, 
ſpeaking of God's confirming Þ his pro- 


miſe made-to Abraham, ſeems to intimate 
ſtrongly the neceſſity of — in ſome 
caſes ,not vainly, or incommondiſcourlſe, 
butin a ſolemn manner, for the avoiding 
of contention , and for confirming of 
ſome weighty matter. And the Arthy 

doth 
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a) Matt. 5, 34. (b) Hebr, G, 13. 16, 17, 
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dothnor only alledge it, without any man+ 
ner of reproof, as a practiſe amongſt 
Men, who uſe to ſwearby rhe greater, and 


| __ whom an Oath for confirmation 
| 15An 
| that God himſelf, the more abundantly to 


nd of ſtrife :- but he adds further, 


ſhew the immutability of his:Counſel, 
doth condeſcend to that ufage, confirming 


| his promiſeby an Oath. i 'Toall whichthe 


Quaker ſuddenly replied, the Author was 
a Lyer in that thing.: A deciſion ſomes 
what ſurprifing , and no leſs than blaſphe- 
my ; yet hadthus much of ingenuity init, 
as to yield the force of the Argument on 
noeafier terms to be avoided, 

Thus if 'men will needs imagine an in- 
congruity between Preſcience and Free- 
will, and ſorejeCt-the one ;. tho' both are 
equally aſſerted in Seripture : I cannot 
ſce how they caado 1t otherwiſe, than by 
the Quaker's: Argument. But ſurely men 
of reaſon and ſedate temper, will rather 
arguethus, that ſince ms and Free- 
Will agree in #no tert:o, and that no lefs 
than the Word of God; they muſt not 
only be agreed bertwixt-themſelves, but 
both true. And therefore if we cannot 
get them to fadge together in our minds, 

C2 the 


tural Notions we have of the being of a 


Evidence, diCtate to us his eſſential per- 
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the reaſon muſt not be any mutual jarring 
of theirs , but want of room in our un- 
derſtandings, If that Sacred Book were 
mpartially read ,and Religiouſly atrend- 
ed to, no violence put upon it, bur-all | 
its parts underſtood (as they ought to be) 
in Congruity with the main bulk and ſub- 
ance of the DoEtrine therein contained, 
It would put an End to this and many 0- 
ther Debates. The eMagiſtrate's Sword, 
and the Peoples Conſcience; the Princes 
Prerogative , and SnbjettPs. Liberty ; the 
Divine Attribntes, and the Eſſential proper 
ties of humane Natere ,, would all enjoy 
their full Exerciſe and Latitude, withour 
amvading one another. ' And this leads to 
thenext thing Iam to confider, namely, 
The Harmony, of Divine Attributes, 
Where there arc inteſtine Jarr's and 
Strugling Diſcord, there isno Unity, nor 
any thing like perte&tion :: but thoſe na- 


God, do at the ſame time , and with equal 


fe&tion; therefore to talk of an imperfect 
Deity, is ſo great a piece of Non-ſenſc, 
as cannot ſufficiently ws expos'd, becauſc 
there is nothing in the World to which 

It 
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FF 
ir can be reduced, more abſurd than it 


ſelf. Down-right Atheiſm is indeed 2 
monſtrous thing, yet Irthink cis capable 


| of a better colour , than having once 
| acknowledg*d anadorable SH cing, 


at the ſame time to conclude him lame, or 
deficient. He that looks about him into 
the World, and yet ſays in his hearty There 
#no Ged, is properly a Fool , and that 
cannot make a rational inference , and 
from the things that are made , cannot fo 
much as conclude there muſt be ab Maker. 
And when both his Bible , and his own 
Eyes may inform him, that every Houſe 
3s- built by ſome Man, yet < (as if the 
World muſt build it felt) fo f001154 45 Gy 
asnot to conſider, that he that built a 
things is God. But now, he that thinks 
God like unto timſelf 4,.thar js, ſubje& 
to failings and imperfeCtions , is ſtyled 
Improbis ,* wicked or detcſtable , which 
ſeems to be the heavier charge of the two. 
And I have heard of ſome of the Ancients, 
Platarch 1 think it was, ſpeaking to this 
cflet; I had rather Poſterity ſhould ſay, 


there never was ſuch a Man , than that 


C 4 Plu- 


a) Plal. 14.1. (b) Rom. 1.2:. (6) ticbr, 3, 4+ Fo 
(d) Plal, 57, (£) 16.21, 
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Plutarch was an mjurious and vile Per-f 


fon. 
Now this-foundation,. which 1s deep 


laid both in Scripture & Natural Reaſon, | 
namely, that God isevery way perfect, is | 


enough to build my whole deſign upon. 
He is perfeCt in power; * He doth what 
be will both in Heaven and in Earth : per- 
feEt in Juſtice, b Shall net the Indge of all 
the Earth doright? perteEtin Knowledge, 
< Declaring the End from the beginning, 
His 4 Will is per fe& ; his <Lawisperfett; his 
iWork is perfett, all his 8 Ways arc Iudge- 
»ent. It the Streams be ſo clear, the 
Fountain muſt needs be pure. But if apy 
man now will raiſe a diſpute amongit the 
Divine perfeCtions (likethat of the Diſci- 
ples) which ſhould be greateſt; or ſhould 
give ſo much to one, asto leave nothing 
tor another ; he would make ſtrange 
work. Juſt as if ſome Man ſhould be ſaid 
to be a very prudent and juit perſon in 
himſelf, yet when he comes rodeal with 
his Neighbour, his prudence undermines 
his honeſty, and ſo he would become a 


knave : or onthe contrary, ſhould his ho-| 


neſty 


a) Chr.2-.6. (b)Gen. 18. 25. (c) Job 36.4. /d) Rom. 12.2, 
(e) Plal. 18. 30, 2 Satp, 22. 31. (f\j Deut. 32. 4. 
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| neity out-go his diſcretion, that would 
| (in fomedegree) render hima fool. And 
| this tho? a blunt compariſon, ſeems tobe 
| the very caſe indebate, We mult howe- 


ver be careful- to ſpeak with. Reverence 
and Decorum., even inapplying.the moſt 
juſt conſequences of other Mens Doctrine 
unto the Divine Majelty. 

The Attributes we are concern'd. with 
inthis matter are chiefly two; but by con- 
ſequenta great many more ; Gods M/;ſ- 
dom and” his Goodneſs ;. the former im» 
plies knowledge, and. that .includes pre- 
{cience ; the latter comprchends Juſtice, 
n which Free-will 1s itrongly implyed. 
In reference to the firſt, rake but away 
from God his. Fore-knowledge of future 
Events, and you may almolt as well de- 
throne him ; for belides that, it doth 
clearly. inter ignorance and impertection, 
whereby. his Wiſdom and Knowledge will 
come in queſtion ; 1t carries witli it a 
kind of Impotency :- tor he that knows 
not of an Event betore it comes, may be 


ſurpriſed and defeated of his Expectation 


and how ſhould he have Power to have 


prevented what he knew not of before ? 
Suarez is politiyc in the place above men- 
Y C5 tioned. 
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tioned, thathad not God a foreknowledge | 
of all. things, he were not fit to govern | 
#he world. And as for the latter, rake a- | 


way from man his free agency, and youf 


bring him under fuch a fatality that he is 
mno ſort Maſter of his own actions, and 
then ſaiththe kearned Dr. Cudworth, 2 you 
rake away the: foundation of diſtributive 
Tuſtice : tor what equity can there be in 
the Reward or Punithment of tioſe 
things, wherein Man has no choice, and 
which could not poſfibly have fallen out 
otherwiſe? So thar here is no denying of 
Either, withour rejecting one or more of 
the Divine Attributes, and ſo rendrin 
the blefled God a lame and impertect 
Being : as if he could not be ommicient, 
but he muſt he Arbitrary ; nor juſt, with- 
out being —_— 

Beſides, how can God be ſaid ro;ſearch 
the Heart , Þ and © try the Rerns, or to 
what purpoſe ſhould he do it, unleſs he 
knows the bent and tendeticy of mens 
minds , and what they wilt do before they 
aft it? And how can he ſuithis Providence 
to his blefled 4 Ends and purpoſes, for the 

good 


a) Inrcl;-{tual World, (b) Rum. 8, 27. {Cc} Jer, 11. 2%, 
4 KAom. 8. 28, 
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| good of his people, if he knows not the 
| Exigencies that ſhall befall them ? On 
| the other hand, if there be no voluntary a- 
gents in the World, what need any pro- 
| videnceat-all? General Laws might ſerve 


the turn, 'tis but putting the ſeveral parts 
and wheels of the Creation together, and 
ſet them a moving like a Pendrlum , and 
they will drive on one another ; and ſo 
Eprcarushis doctrine comes in play , that 
God regards not particular things: What 
can we expcct but confufion and diſorder, 
whilſt we-invade the Divine Attributes, or 
labour to ſet them at odds one with ano- 
ther? | 

Butnow, if we lay aſide all perverſe- 
neſs and prepoſſethion, the Harmbny of the 
Divine Pertections w1ll be amoſt pleaſant 
ebject of our conſideration. God dothnot 
impole a Neceſlity of ſinning upon any 
man; but he knows ſome men will be” 
ready enough to ſin , out of choice. He 
doth not puniſh or reward in men what 
he aCteth himſelt, or what hecauſeth them 
to act without the intervention of their 
Wills; but if ſome will be verruous , and 
ethers vitious, when they might beother- 
wiſe, Godis juſtin punithing and reward- 
ing, 


—— . 
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ing, tho' not ignorant, in the meantime, 
ne will deſerve well or ill at his hands. 
Ina word , God doth know, that Man 1s a 
free Agent, becauſe he made him ſo,andfF 
doth daily preſerve him in that. Capacity 
he alſo knows , that ſome men will abuſe 
their freedom in ſpite of all invitations and 
inducements to the contrary , unleſs he 
interpoſe his Soveraign power (as ſome. 
times I conceive he doth) to move them 
irreſiſtably unto good, 

From what. hath been ſaid, . the Argu- 
ment will lie thus. God is perfect in al} 
bis Attributes,,and harmonious in all his 
— and providences, throughout the 
World : But the denial of Divine Pre- 
{ſcience doth infringe his Wiſdom and 
power, and the denial of Free-will doth 
obſtruct his juſtice; therefore jt mult fol- 
low ,. that Mans Free-agency is not only 
conſiſtent with Gods Fore-knowledge of 
future Events, but both of them are moſt 
certainly true. 


Thethird thing tobe confidered, is the 
Non-cauſality of Divine Preſcience. Ar the 
timc indeed when this Diſcourſe happen- 
ed ,, Iwaslaught at by one of the Gentles 
Ln 
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men, for uſing thatasan argument , which 
he would by ne means admit for a truth. 
Burt I do not look upon laughteras aſufh- 


| cient confutationzand oft-times thofe who 


carry things at higheſt, are fartheſt out of 
the way. Þſhall therefore lay down this 
Propoſition, and run the hazard of pro- 


| ving1t, namely, that God's foreſight of whats 


I ſhall hereafter chooſe, hath not any cauſa- 
luty in 18, to determine. my- choice, nor to 
infringe at all my Liberty of chooſing. If 1 
can make this evident , it will be very mas 
terial: for the main thing that ſeems to 
by1ſs and miflead mens-minds 1n this mats 
tcr , 1s an apprehenſton, that Gods Forc+ 
knowledge of any thing mult needs caule 
the fame, and that thence all other infe« 
rior cauſes, muſt be urged on by ſuch a fas 
tal Neceſlity, that the Effect is put quite 
without the Verge of Liberum Arbitrium, 
But this I hope will appear to be a great 
Extravagancy from the following conſt 
derations, 

Lerus then obſerve fiz/?,that all foreſighr 
or preſcience, is nothing elſe buta ſort of 
knowledge, and knowledge doth ſuppoſe 
ſomething to be known antecedent there- 


unto, Aman cannot be faid toknow , but 
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he muſt know ſomething that was in being 
before he knew it : and even the objects 
of Divine Fore-knowledge have a virtual 
Exiſtence in God, antecedent in order of 
Nature'thereunto : ſo that asto himſelf it 
is rather Jnrmrtion than Preſcience., but 
with reſpect unto us, and to thenot-yet 
aCtual exiſtence of the objetts, the word 
Preſcience 1s proper enough, as wasnoted 
before. Knowledge then hath its depen- 
dence upon the things known, . not they 
on it; and theretore- itrictly , knowledge, 
conſidered barely as ſuch, is an Effectand 
no cauſe at all. - As tor example, Iknow 
that the Sun warms and refreſhes ; but 
therr there wasa Sunin being firit , whoſe 
influence I have tound to have this effecr 
upoenme, I know that the threc Angles of 
every Triangle are _ to two rights 
angles, becauſe firſt, | have ſeena Trian- 
gle, andthen I have ſcen the Theorem de- 
monſtrated : but my knowing it , is no 
cauſe why it is fo. I denynot yer, that the 
knowledge of one thing, is frequently 
the. cauſe of another thing ſubſequent, 
and emergent thereupon ; but never of 
that particular thing known : for inſtance, 
my knowledge of a high water makesme 
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decline the toord, and go abour by the 
bridge, bur it is not therefore the cauſe of 
the high water. I know that ſuch a-Man 
is crafty, for which cauſel take care, that 
he do not over-reach me: but my know- 
{edge is nocanfe of his craftineſs. 2 [know 
the blaſphemy of them which ſay they are 
Jews, andare not (faith he that holdeth'the 
ſeven Stars-in his right hand : ) but if any 
Man will ſay, that this knowledge was 
the cauſe of that blaſphemy, he will go 
neart0be aBlaſphemer himiclf. 

Obj. Bur here it will be objected, That - 
theſe Inſtances are only of things already in 
being , which are not like to be cauſed by a 
knowledge ſubſequent thereunto : but the. 
queſtion 15 abont the Knowledge of things to 
comes; beſides, if Preſcience be but a ſpecies 
of knowledge, and thar all knowledge ſups 
poſeth ſomething 10 be' known antecedent to 
it, as was intimated above , it ſeems there 
may be acertain Preicience of a thing ante 
cedent,or , which 1 all one, Fore-knowl{edge 
of a rhing pat . but 1s not this plain con= 
tradiction ?.. | 

This Obje&ton will be. eafilyanſwered, 
by confidering the Nature of Preſcience Pl 

little 
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little more particularly. And firit,there is a 
kind of fore-knowledge of certain things, 
that Man is capable of, as namely, Changes 
of the Moon., Eclipſes of both the great 
Luminaries, various Phaſes, Conjunttions 
and (onfigurations. of Planets, Oeculations 
of Fixed Stars, with divers other Phe. Þ 
nomena : all theſe , by Calculation, may 
be. foreſeen for many years,.and foretold 
even to atew Minutes. 'The Kings obſer- 
ver (for example) or any other Curious 
Aſtronomer, knows of theſe appearances 
before they come,..and when: to watch 
them at the Obſervatory. But is there any 
man ſo pleaſant, as to ſay, that the Aftro- 
nomers Skill is the cauſe of an Eclipſe? 
or , if onfr, Hevelius can tell when ſome 
of the fixed Stars will diſappear, that 
therefore he hides them. cunningly ,. and 
will not let the World ſee them ? Now 
why ſhould not humane Preſcience, in its 
kind and degree, have a power of deter-f{{ 
mining the Events foreſcen, as well asfci 
Divine? and what's the reaſon that this 
foreſight has not the leaſt cauſality uponſin 
theſe Effe&s? I ſuppoſe it willbe anſwer: 
ed, becauſe they depend upon certain res: 
gular and conſtant motions of the Cete-fou 
{tial 
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leſtial bodies , which have becu ever fince 
the World began: and the like appearan- 
ces 'that are now, have been heretofore , 
and will be again, ſo long asthe World 
ſhall continue;fo tharthis tere-knowledge 
is little more than RecolleC&ion of what 
is paſt, For as it would have been a rare 
thing to have foretold an Eclipſe before 
ever there was any , ſo would it be an eaſy 
matter for a Man of ordinary Skill , to 
prediCt thoſe that ſhall happen unto the 
worlds end, provided he were furniſhed 
withan exact Hiſtory ofall thoſe thar have 
been from the beginning. 

Let us now examine whether theſe, or 
the-hke reaſons , may not be of force in 
the buſineſs of Divine Preſcience, and in 
order thercunto, let us ſuppoſe ſome point 
of time, like that of the Julian Period, be- 


was: not yet inbemg. There was then in 
God, (1) the power and vertue of edu- 
ing this- ſame World out of Non-ex1- 
tence into being. (2) A Will ro do it, 
in ſuch time and manner as ſecmed good 
unto himſelt. (3) A pertect [dea or Pro- 
pet of this great Work inall its parts and 


Zete-bucceſſion , and all this from Eternity, 
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This Idea, or Eternal View of all Things 
and Actions, that have been,- or ever ſhall 
be, is what wecail Divine Preſcience: it 
was antecedent to the aEtual Exiſtence of 
the World , bur ſubſequent in order of 
Nature unto Gods Eternal Purpoſe of 
creating it. Now TI appeal tothe Reaſon 
of Mankind,. whether it is the Platform 
that builds the houſe, or whether we 
ought to refer the cauſe of the worlds 
production unto this 14s, or rather to 
to the Concurrence ot Divine W1ll and 
Power. 

If it be ſtill urged, that Gods Fore-know- 
ledge of. Events muſt of neceſſuy produce the 
ſame, fince what he fore-knows us ſure to 
come to paſ;. It may eaſily be anſwered, 
that what God foreſees, is indeed certain 
bur ſuch certainty doth not conſitt in the 
forelight, but in the cauſes foreſecn: and 
tho* the effect: will ſurely come to pals, 
yet not without its proper caufcs , of 
+ Which cauſes, forcl:nowledge can be none 
at all, unleſs it could be both the Caule 
and Effectot the fame thing, which is 1m- 
poſſible. 

Obj. But how can Gods Fore-khnow ledge 
be called an Effet , which doth ever ſuppoſe 

an 


GS I kk. Dat Yo. ens oa. 


© - wo A ax» _w Kt ted ©) 


t 


—_— 


and Man's Free- agency. 67 


© > —_— 


an antecedent Canſe? For ſince you grant it 
tobave been from Eternity, if at be an Ef- 
felt ,it muſt be an-Eternal one, whoſe ante- 
cedent Canſe' muſt therefore be fetcht from 
beyond Eternity. Nor have you yet (ufficient« 
ly explained how far , or whether you ads 
mit there may be ſuch a thing , 4s fore-knows 
ledge of what already paſt, which was obo 
ied before. 

To this laſt part ofthe Objection Thave 
already faid, if it be conſidered , what 
amounts to a ſufficient anſwer ;- but yet 
I thall endeavour to be a' little plainer. 
Firſt then , that God did foreknow the 
things that ate now pait, as well 2s whax- 
are tocome, is by no means to be doubt- 
&d;. but to ſay, that he doc's now fore- 
know what is already paſt, is Non-Senſe, 
becauſe it implies the tuturity of what is 
elapfed : as if I ſhould fay, God foreknows 
the Deluge , or the building of Babel; 
this wool be contradiction in point of 
time,. as though- the things were yet to 
come ,. which are long lince paſt; but it's 
proper to ſay, God did foreknow them. 

Bur ſecondly, the Notion laim at, will 
beſt be apprehended , by remembringal- 
wayes to diſtinguiſh between the __ 
an 
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and the vertual Exiſtence of things : theft 
former isbrought forth in time, and there: t 
tore I ſay, God did forefee'it from Eter: fs 
nity; but I cannot fay ſo of the latter, ſt 
which being it ſelf Eternal, can admit | * 
no priority in- point of time. As for ind 
ftance, 10000. years ago the World wa i 
notextant, and ſomething doubtleſs will r 
be hereafter, which is not now ; but: 
there never was,. nor eyer will be any] : 
thing extant, but what is, or was, Vir-|{: 
tually , exiſtant in God, and clearly viſt- 
ble to his all-ſceing Eye from all Eternity: j 
: therefore Gods Oimmicient View, or {li 
1 dea of all things, being antecedent to thefſ 
Creation , but ſubſequent in order of Na- 
[181 ture to the Vertual Exiſtence of the 
#) World, is fore-knowledge with reſpeCt to 
{ the one; but Contemplation or Intuition 
{ : reſpect of the other. If we look forward 
| | eo the Creation, it is- Preſcienee; bur if we 
look back upon Eternity, it is the relulto 
Divine Will and Power, or it 18 Gods be- 
| holding in himſeltthe Platform of his De- 
| fign, which (as [ſaid before) is an effe& off x 
theDivine Purpoſe,to builda world:which} 
| Pupoſe is the higheſt Link inthe Chain off n 
| Caufality, evenas the firit Step of Solomos 
tOWAIs 
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towards building of the Temple was 


-| this, * Behold, ] purpoſe to build an Houſe 


unto thename of the Lord my God. It istrue, 
that God is infinite and Eternal in all his 


it} Attributes, and fo therecan beno prece- 


dence amongſt them in order'of time, yet 
in order of Nature there muſt be a Prio- 
rity, ſince God cannot be faid to behold 
apure Nothing : to ſee, know,and behold, 
are Relative terms, and.do ever ſuppoſe 
ſomething to be ſeen, known, or beheld. 

Thirdly, as for the other part of the ob- 


| jcftion , againſt an Eternal Effe&t, it will 
*F lic as hard againſt our blefied Saviour, 


who 1s the Þ Erernal Son of God, the-bright- 


22/5 of bis Father's Glory, the Expreſs I- 


mage of-hus Perſon, and the Effe# of his Love 
to Mankind. Theſe allo are Relative 
Terms : a Son ſuppoſes a Father : an Is 


mage, or. Copy , ſuppolesan Original, yer 
none {urely doubts the Eternity of him, 
who laid the foundations of the Earth, and 
whoſeT hronets forever and ever. 

I put the queſtion evennow , what the 


| reaſon was that the Aftranomers skill and 


Fore-knowledge of the Celeſtial Pheno-= 
mena, had not the lca(t influence to _ 
the 


_ 1Kings.5. {b) Hebr, 1, v, 3.8. 10, 
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the {ame ,and I gave this anſwer , becauſe 
theſe Phenomena did depen _=_ Certain 
Motions of*the- heavenly Bodies, which 
were regular, and had been trom the be- 
ginning of the World; and {o.1t was but 
enquiring into theſe Motions , and the 
fore-knowledge of Eclipſes,ConunEtions 
and the like, would tollow by .conſe- 
quence. Let it be now demanded, why 
Divine Preſcience had not any caufality 
orinfluence upon the Creation, and1 ſhall 
an{wer this queſtion juſt after the ſame 
manner, namely, hecauſe the Creation did 
depend upon the Will and Purpoſe of 
God, which is the firſt Mover, the Foun- 
rain Cauſe of all things , and was trom 
Erermty. Omniporence it felt, and cven 
mfinite goodneſs , would ſeem barrenand 
nafruittull without a Willtoact:far what- 
ever God made in Wiſdom., and ruleth 
by his power, were wrought after the 
a Counſel of his own Will; nor is there 
any thing in Heaven or jn Earth, thatcan 
pR_ (in point- of cauſality) unto the 
leſſed Will of God. *Tis no more then, 
but-Godsbeholding, or taking a View of 
his own Purpoſe, and the Fore-knowledge 
(0) 
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of the-furure World muſt followby con- 
ſequence, which fore-knowledge is no- 
thing elſe , but the Proſpeft of what was 

otentually exiſtent in himſelf, trom ever= 
hting, as hath been ſaid. 

From the foregoing Diſcourſe it may 
appear, that Divine Preſcience, as ſuch, 
cannot in propriety of ſpeech be faid to 
have created the World, nor to have had 
any efficacious influence thereupon : and 
it we conſulethe Scripture, we thall find 
the ſame yet more evident. There we find 
that God ſaid, ® Lee there be light, and 
there was light. That, Þ by the Word of the 
Lord were the Heavens made, © and all the 
hoſt of them by the breath of his month. 
6 That the Worlds were framed by the Word 
of God. 4 And that he upholds all things by 
the word of his power, Now whether we 
take the Word of God for his Power, or 
for his powerful Command, or far the ma- 
mteſtation of his Will [as 1t is frequently 
uſed in Scripture under theſe and ſundry 


* | other,jacceptations) it will {till come to the 
| fame thing, and what I am pleading for : 
but I do not obſerve it ever taken for Pre- 


ſcience, 


w 


a) Gen. r. 3. (b) Pſa). 33,6. 
(ec) Hebrs, 1.3, 


(d) Hebr. II. 3, 
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ſcience, nor will the Bible (I think) at- 
ford .an inſtance. of any Cauſality aſcribed 
thereunto ; but on the .contrary , many 
Scriptures do clearly evince Divine Pre- 
ſcience, and at the ſame time aſcribe the 
Events foreſeen, to other Cauſes , which 
muſt needs be very much.to the marter 1n 
hand ; I ſhall mention two or three. 

Firſt, our Saviour Chriſt (as was noted 
before) 1s faid to know all things that 
ſhould come upon him : and yet his being 
delivered unto death by.the fews, is at- 
tributed te their ignorance ; for had they 
known, they would not have crucified the 
Lord of Glory, 

Secondly, inthe 29") Chap. of Sr. Luke's 
Goſpel, * our Lord Chritt foretold /and 
therefore certainly he foreknew it) that 
enemics world caſt a Trench about Ieruſa- | 
lem, that they would lay it even with the 
ground , and notleave one ſtone upon another, 
Should Preſcience have theſe diſmal Et- 
tects , it might be thought to be a very 
malignant thing z and that which belongs 
to God as a Divine PerfeEtion, could not 
be cleared from being the Caule of much 
evil, Bur let usnot charge God — 
| | ſince 


Pe CC CEEEIEY 
— —_—— 


a) Verſe 43,44. 


4 y—_ 'S a 


DO 


) af- 
bed 
any 
Pres 

the 
1ich 
r10 


Oted 
that 
eng 
3 Als 
they 
{ the 


he's 
4 and 
that 
r1 [as 
; the 
ther, 
Et 
very 
ongs 
4 not 
nuch 
hly, 
ſince 


— om —_—_—_ 


FI" — — 


and Man's Free-agency. 73 


fince we are informed of the true cauſe in 
the very -next*words , namely , Becauſe 
thou kneweſt not the time of thyviſitation. 
Thirdly, In the Prophecy of Hoſea, 
it 1s ſaid of 1ſracl, Ephraim and Judab, 
: that they ſhall fall in their iniquity, and 


that they ſhall be 4s Chaff driven with the 


whirlwind out of the-floor , and as ſmoke 
out of the Chimney, Was this fore-know= 
ledge the caule of that deſtruction? Nog 
for 1t is preſently added : :O Ifrael, they 
haſt deflroyed thy ſelf. 

Again,the Prophet Ezekiel is command= 
ed to ſay untothe Prince of Tyrus, Þ That 
Strangers , the terrible of the N ations, ſhall 
draw their Sword againſt the beauty of thy 
Wiſdom, and they ſhall defile thy brightneſs, 
ana bring thee down to the pit, &c. And 
ſhall this come upon him becauſe God 


' foreſaw it? No: but becauſe thine heart 


was lifted up ; and thou haſt ſnid, I am 8 
God. 

Laſtly, toname no more, Sr. Pax! ex- 
horting © to {tedtaitnels in the faith, fore- 
tells the coming of the Man of Sin, which 
would be after the working of Satan, with 
all power and Signs, and lying wonders : 

that 


a) Chap. 5, Chap. 13, (b) Exch, 28, (c) 2 TheG.2.3, 
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that there would be a falling away from the 
arnth, and men ſhould believe lyes, that (« 
zhey.might be damned. Now {ſhould any 
TNan, to requite St, Pax! tor his care of the 
Church, as to lay the blame of all theſe 
fad conſequences upon him, I know not 
whether would be greater, the folly or 
the wickedneſs of ſuch a Charge : and it 
would be yet worſe, to lay the taylt upon 
the Spirit by which he ſpake, as coming 
near toblaſphemy againit the Holy Gholt, 
But the | ow carries the Caule along 
with the Effect, namely , * becauſe they 
received not the love of the truth , that they 
wicht be ſaved ; for this Cauſe God ſhall 
fend them. firong deluſions, ©. When truth 


has offered ir felt by Miracles, and all | 


poſlible demonſtrations, unto the minds 
of Men, and willnot be received-; it isa 
Ggnal piece of Jultice, to give thera over 
to. bcheve a lie. But here firſt the true 
Phyjician of a Chriſtian Soul admonitheth 
it's ſatety and it's danger; .it's ſatcty , ® not 
z0 be ſ50n. ſhaken; and it's danger ot being 
deceived, Now, it the Soul reject both rhe 
Þbyſician and his Adwice, and having wil- 
fully pug it (elf intothe hands of a Qzack, 
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is dettroy*d by him: nothing in the world 
can be more ridiculous, than to blame the 
timely warning and foreſight of the good 
Phyſictan. 

Obj. But as concerning theſe and other 
Prophetick Scriptures, I meet with thig 
Salvo, namely, That whatever God fore« 
tells, he doth by his power inforce the' gc- 
complichment and fulilling of the ſame. Foy 
(ſay thele perſons) tho* God knows all 
things knowable, yet ſuch events as areoon- 
t1ngent , or depend upon the fluftuating, and 
undetermin'd Will's of Men, are nevel 
knowable ull they are brought to paſs: and 
therefore God cannot ſoreknow them. But' 
now, what God will have brought to paſs, 
and whereof he grves Notice to the World, 
by his Prophets, he doth bend and smpel Mens 
Minds to ao them, and by anirrefſtable ine. 
{uence bring them to effect. ; 

This Argument indeed ſtrikes home g 
the only danger 1s, that it goes too far g 
and will prove what the Patrons of it ſeem 
highly to oppoſe. None can pretend a 
oreater concern for the honour of. God,. 
than thoſe that declaim againſt whatr'they-. 
call Horrendum Detretwm: yet this Hyps- 
theſis of theirs will force them to admit 
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the very ſame thing, and will make God 
the Author of {in with a high hand. For, 
1f 1 reference to all ſuch things as are 
foretold by Prophecy, there mult not be 
admitted auy-thing conringent, nor pure- 
Iy voluntary, as falls out in other affairs ; 
but all ſuch Eventsare' brought about by 
abſolute force ; what is this but a fatal and 
ihevitable Decree? And how can ſecond 
Cauſes fall under any blame, ſince the 
are-mfallibly predetermin'd by God*s Al- 
mighty Power ? Hence it will follow that 
the Jews and Roman Souldiers, were no 
more: to be blamed for theirInjuſtice and 
Cruelty to the blefled Jeſus, thana Watch 
is for going too faſt, when the Spring is 
ſet too high, or made too ſtrong for the 
Movement. And if the fault benot in ſe« 
cond- Cauſes, it mult of neceſlity lie upon 
the firſt. | 

: It w1ll'be in vain to alledge, that they 
had been grievous Sinners formerly, and 
therefore 'God juſtly gave them up after- 
wards to hardneſs of heart. For, * the 
Lamb wa ſlain from the foundation of the 
World, tho! not actually, yer ſo as tobe 
the object of Divine Preſcience, unleſs 
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77 
you will fay , he was ſlain from the foun= 
dation of the'World,.and-yet God knew 
not of it. It was then forcknown unto 
God. that the Lamb would be a&tually 
ſlain, before they that flew him had done 
good or evil. - So that if God do inforce 
whatever he foreknows, then they whe 
crucified our Saviour, were under anece(- 
ſity of doing it , from the foundation of 
the World: and they who ſhall be ſe. 
duced by Antichriſt-to believea Lie, and 
ſo be-damned , have been abour ſixteen 

hundred: years under a- fatal Decree of 
damnation.. And cven Adam, whom all 

men grant. to' have had free Will , muſt 

have. | —_ under aneceflity of falling ; une 
leſs we ſhall ſuppoſe, that when God fore- 

ordained his dear Sos for a * Sacrifice, he 
did notknow to what End. Burtthe Lamb 
ain doth ſuppoſe- ſir to be atroned,, and 
that implies Sinners : Now there could 
not be Sinners, but ſome body mult fin 


- | firſt, -and thatbeing the firſt Man eAdam, 


mult (by this Wh have ſinned ,nor 
out of choicc, but unavoidable neceſlity, 
which is a molt horrid and impious ab=- 


: [{urdity. 
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Thus we have at hand three pregnant 
Inſtances , which do mightily expole the 
weakneſs of the objection :. The $i» of 
Adam, the Death of Chriſt, and the De- 
ftruitzon of Iernſalem. 'T he firft of thele ap- 
pears to have been certainly foreknown 
unto God, and yetnone denies that Adam 
had power to have ſtood innocent. 'The 
ſecond was ſo particularly foxetold by our 
Saviour himſelf, that the very perſons 
were pointed out, who where the chief 
Actors in it : yet hadthey known, they would 
not have crucified the Lord of Glory, The 
ebird .hkewiſe was largely and pun&tually 
p—_ yet had® Jeruſalem known'in 

r day, the things which belonged to her 
peace, Chriſt ſays, Þ he: would. have ga- 
thered her Children together , 4s a Hen ga- 
thereth her Chickens under her wings, but 
ſhe would not. So that in theſe great E- 
vents, we may eaſily diſcern a reſerv'd con- 
dition, and anevident poſhbility ofhaving 
been otherwiſe, tho' they were all known 
unto God from the foundation of the 
World. For in caſe of aright Judgement 
and intormation (poſſible enough to have 
been atttain'd) Adam had not finned, 

Chriſt 


a). Mat, 23.36, (b) Luke 14. 42, 
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Chriſt had not ſuffered, Fernſalem had not 


bin r#in*d. They were all indeed foreſeen 
in-their Cauſes, & thoſe Cauſes were ſure 
to produce their proper Effects fo far as 
they were permitted that is, God fore- 
faw, thar Men left to their liberties and 
their luſts, would make a falſe Eſtimate 
of things, and would be ſure to act accor- 
dingly : but yet ſuch foreſight had np 
Caufality upon ſuch ations, as hath been 
faid; nor could there be any inforcement 
from God upon ſuch Events, whereb 
the Liberty of free agents was in the lea 
diminiſhed, if the Scriptures be admitted 
for truth. 

But hereI would not be miſunderſtood 
as if I thought God to be an unactive be- 
holder of all thoſe tranſations which are 
foretold by Prophecy : Surely he is too 
much a Caule ot all things, tobe a Nude 
Spettator of any one Action; and certain 
Events I grant to have beenas well prede- 
termin'd as prophecy'd, of which I ſhall 
give inſtance pretently. When God pur- 


poſeth to have any thing brought abour, 


he can ca(ily ſet Agents awork and remove 
impediments: he can turn mens hearts like 
Rivers of Water, yet never ſo, asto pur 
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any preternatural force upon the Wilt ty 
do evil. 

For the courſe of Divine Providence 
(tho? inviſible to us) I-conceive to be to 
laid, and things dependent (by Gods dif 
poſal) in ſuch a ſeries and Concatenation, 
that various Cauſes and Contingents ſhall 


-coneur to operate upon Mens faculties, in 


4uch ſort, as to make them willing to act 
their parts{unknown oft-times unto them- 
ſelves) in order to- effect the Almighty's 
Purpoſe. Upon: which AccountI am apt 
to beheve, thateven in reference to thoſe 
Events that are under a peremptory De- 
Cree,. moſt of the Actors that bring them 
abour; are as much free agents, as is the 
Husband-man in his choice of a fur ſcaſon 
to plow his ground. But however, the 
things I mainly. inſt upon arc theſe, that 
fince men derive that itrength from God, 
by which they blaſpheme' his Name, ane 
violate his Laws , God muſt. be the pri- 
maty Cauſe of thoſe Actions, but not of 
the Will wherewith they are done. That 
he doth not enforce the Volitions. unto 
Evil, and yet he fore-knows them. And 
that in divers inſtances it doth appear, that 
thoſe Eyents and Actions have been tors- 
known 
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known unto God , of which the imme- 
diate in{truments have been free and voe 
luntary Agents,as hath already'been made 
evident. | 

Thereis yetanother part of the Objetzorn 
to be conſidered , namely, that ' futare 
Contingenrs are not knowable, I confels, 
they are inſ{crutable to us, to whom they 
are contingent, butto God there can be no 


. ſuch thing : for he that niakes any thing; | 


contingenrunto God, leaves him obnoxi- 
ous to ſurprize and -diſappointinenr, and 
conſequently under great difficulty of 
Governing the World. For the clearing 
of this point, let us lay down for a ground- 
work { what I hope is not denied by any 
that I am concerned with, namely) that 
God Almighty knows moft perfectly all 
things preſent; and let us ſce whetherthis 
will not both infer the knowledge of things 
to come, and rake away all contingency 
with reſpe&t unto God. And by the way, 
let us obferve the knowledge, of Mankind, 
which tho? very dim and imperfe&, even 


in things now*exiftent, and before our 


har , yet extends in ſome degree to things 
oth'paſt and future; The Hiſtorian 1s 
acquainted with many revolutions of tc:- 
= D:5 Mer 
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mer Ages , and from a parity of reaton may. 
foreſee ſome that are to come. "The Phy- 
fician, that underſtands in any competent 
Meaſure the Nature ofa Medicine, knows 
from whence itderivesit's Original, what 
2rc it's conſtituent: principles, and how 
it will operate. The Mecharutt that un- 
deritands an Engine, knows how it was 
made, the parts of which it is compoled, 
and what feats it will perform. The Phy- 
Joſopher,'that enquires into the reatons of 
thingsand the Agency of bodies, with the 
yarious affeftions of Matter and Motion, 
can tell before hand. the ſucce(s of divery 
Experiments and undertakings which are 
inthe dark to other people. And the A- 
ſtronomer cad tel] the future Appearances 
of Heaven, as was-noted before. Now, 
if all this and much more, 'reſult from 
Mans - imperfe& knowledge. of. a few 
things, we muſt ſureEconclude ſomething 
further from Gods moſt perte& .know- 
ledge of all things, eſpecially if we add 
hereunto , the conſideration of his Do» 
minion and Soveraignty over. all. Creas 
tures. gs | 

The World is a great fachine or En 
g'uc, which God made at fart, and till 


up: 


= 5 RY" 7x 2 oy oe EEE 


ta ttt. — —S th 


and Man's Free-agency. 


83 
upholds its Being and Motion by the 
Word of his power: Not ſo much as an 
Atomecan ſtir, but by a Vertue derived 
trom him. Shall we then think that the 
great Operator knows not the parts of 
*hisown Work, or can be ignorant of its 
Motions, or of the influence that one 
part hath upon another ? Ir is poſible 
a. Curious Attitt may make a piece: of 
Watch-work to repreſent all the viſtvle 
Motions of the Heavens, and to meaſure 
out time to an incredible degree ofexact- 
neſs: The Maker of ſuch -a piece muſt 
needs know its Numbers, how long it 
willgo, how one Motion depends upon 
another, and one wheel drives offanother : 
nor can he be 1gnorant, that if he ſuffer the 
ſprings to run . on and wind themup no 
more, the Motions will ceaſe, and his. 
Contrivance will become altogether uſe- 
leis: Or it by any other means , he {top 
ſome of the Motionsfor atime, they can=- 
not ſtir till he gives them liberty, rho” rhe 
reſt are going in the mean while.Thus the 
Divine Architect, that framed the W orld, 
knows all its parts and influences, all 1t's 
hidden ſprings of Motion, all the Cauſes 
D 6 of 
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of every Effect, with their Connexionand 
dependence, andthe Agency of every p.r- 
ricle of matter hroughout the Univerſe, 
He knows for. what duration he deſtgr'4 
its Motion and Exiſtence, and the time 
when ® Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, 
Nor can he be ignorant, that it-he with 
draw the ſprings of life,his ſupporting pros 
vidence from .any Creature, or. trom ths 
whole World, it muſt {fink intoa State of 
Inactivity or: Annihilation. Now as it 
would be an idle fancy to think, that in 
ſuch a Watch, there " Sorh poon up ſome 
new Morion, not dcfign'd and unexpe- 
Qed by the Maker: So 15-it far more ex« 
travagant' to talk of any thing contingent 
in reſpeg&t of Godin as much as his work is 
perfe&, and he can command a punctual 
obſervance of. thoſe Laws and Rules 
which he himſelf hath given tothe Crea- 
tion, whilſt Þ Fire and Hail, Snow and 
Vapenr, Stormy wind fulfil his Word. 

The Sum is this : God Aimighty 
knows molt perfectly all things preicnt; 
that is, the hidden ſprings of Action. a 
all rhe latent cauſes now operating : the 
Nature and V.ertuesot allthings in beingy 

with 
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with the urmolt extent of their powers and 
influence , areall manifeſtin hisfrzhr : but 
ftnce natural things do nor work 1n an ins 
{tanr, theirforce and efftcacy mnitextend 
tofurure time, if I may nor ſay, till time 
ſhatl be no more; for one part of Matter 
wil {tt}! operate vpon another, whilſt Sun 
and Moon 4ndures. Now ſince God can- 
not know perfectly the force of any Agent; 
but (at the {fame time) he mutit-know alſo 
tze Effect it will have upon it's Patient , 
and how faragai thar Patient willbecome 
active upon other things : it will follow; 
that it God did not know things to come, 
Irc muſt of -neceſhty be 1gnorant of a thou- 
ſandrhings preſent: for as-the knowledge 
of caufes 1mpliesthe knowledpe of eftccts; 
co doth the not knowing of efteEts unavoi- 


dably inter the ignorance of cauſes. And 


a3 he that draws one Link of an extended 
Chain,draws-the whole, and the Motion 
of one of the Globalr, moves thoſe that 
are continguous , and thoſe again others 
:ndefinitely : So it is impoſſible to know 
any one thing perfeEtly without the knows 
ledge of more; and God's moſt perieC&t 
knowledge of all-things. preſent, muſt im» 
ply the knowledge of all things turure. 
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bb may be ſaid, T hat all this s5 true with 
reſpett unte inanimate Creatures , but Man 
atts from an internal prmciple,and being left 
tothe Liberty of his Will, may euher att or 
ſuſpend his aftion: and beſides, there are ſo 
many things may happen to influence his Will, 
that *1ts very uncertain whether of the two 
he will chooſe, until he. have effeftually 
choſen. 

Uncertain doubtleſs it is to other men, 
and oft-times toa Man's ſclt, what he will 
do in ſome caſes : but unto God it cannot 
be ſo, for theſe two reaſons eſpecially. 

Firſt, The Heart indeed 1s ſo deceitful, 


that for a Min to find. out 1he ſubtilties of 
hg own *1snoealy diſquiſition z and it mult. 


be yet harder to know anotherman's. But 


b God ſees not as Man ſees; .he not only 


looks upon the heart, but he looks intoit; 
© He ſearches and tries ut? He knows the moſt 
zntimate Secrets of the Soul,and is adiſcerner 
of thoughts and intents; all Creatures are 
mauifeſt in his ſight; all naked and open be- 
fore his Eyes, It is unpoſhible then they 


ſhould deceive him, or at&t beyond or con-- 
trary to his Expectation. Forfſince words 


and actions flow (as ſtreams trom a foun- 
| tain) 


——r 


a) Jer: 17.4, 1. (») 5 Sam 19. 7, {c;Heb,4 12,13, 
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tain) out of the abundance of the heart, 
it would be {trangec that God-ſhould know 
ſo cxactly- what the Fountain contains , 
and yet be ignorant what Streams muſt i{- 
{uc thence. 

Seconaly , Since the principles from 
whence all human actions do proceed. 
may be reduced to two, namely, thoſe of 
Nature and. Grace, and God muſt know 
the Efficacy of them both, in as much as 
the one proceeds trom the work of his 
hands, and the other trom the operation 
of his Spirit : it muſt tollow, that God can- 
not be ignorant how far 'Truth or 'Er- 
rour, Vertueor Vice, Equity or Injuſtice, 
Reaſon or. Fallacy, Religion or Intereſt 
will prevail upon any man, either in his 
Natural Capacity , or under ſuch a Mea- 
ſure of Grace as he puxpoleth to- bettow 
upon him. Forasheknowsthe torce of na- - 
tural. Agents, .and the diſpoſition of every 
Patient to receive, or-torepeltheir agen< 
cy : ſo can he not be ignorant of the Eth- 
cacy of that Vertue, which proceeds more 
unmediatcly from himfelt. All. which a- 
mounts to thus much in ſhort, that God 
Alnighty isthe fountaine Caule and Soye. 
raign Ruler. of all things, both in the 
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Kingdom ot- Nature and - thar' of Grace, 
and therefore. muit know the whole Se- 
ries of Cauſality from rhe beginning to the 
End.. And fince that which is an effeCt of 
one thing , becomes the cauſe of another, 
he muſt equally know the things to come 
as.thoſe preſentz .unlets there be ſome ef- 
fe&ts, which proceed not fromany cauſe ar 
all, 

Let us-now confider the Nature of a 
Contingent, and what it is that ſhould 
make men think it cannot be- foreknown. 
A Contingent (beſides the itrifter notion, 
as it figmfics the effeft of a volunta- 
ry cauſe) may be, asT apprehend, more 
frictly taken , for the encountring , er 
meeting together of Sundry Efte&ts, 
whoſe Cav es do not appear to have had 
any connexion. As when'-a Spring-tyde, 
a Land-flood and a Storm: from the Sea , 
happening at: once, do make an inunda» 
tion. Or when a Traveller -in his Jour- 
ney meets with a ſhower. Or two 
Friends ſetting. out from ſundry Ports, 
meet in afar-Country, without deſigning 
it, or knowing one of another. . Now's 
high wind and a Spring Tide, a Jour- 
acy and a Shower,. have each of then 
Cauſes 
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Cautes ſufficient to produce them, bur 
they we contingent each.to other, as alto 
in- reſpect of'us, who nor knowing that 
ſuch cauſes were operating,could nor fore- 
ſee the effects. Bur the cale isnort fo with . 
God : 1t isnot yet come to that paſs, that 
becauſe men cannot foreſee contingent 
Events, that therefore we muſt conclude, 
God cannot doit neither. For as'Wind 
and Weatherare in hits hands , and obey his 
Will, ſo Voluntary good a&tions flow 
originally from the Holy Spirit, andevil 
actions are permitted, asthe Devils were 
toenter into the Swine : Nor can wicked 
Agents go one hair's breadth beyond their 
appointed limits. And even permiſſion 1t 
ſelt doth imply fore-knowledge; for how 
can any one be faid to have permitted what 
he knew not of before it wasdone ? I hope, 
that 'to evade this argument there's none 
will ſay, that God gives ro wicked men a 
general Licence to do-what they pleaſe, 
whilſt he-in the mean-time knows not in 
particular ,,. what! wickedneſs rhey wall 
commit until they have acted ir. For be- 
fides , that this Character is exactly ſuited 
unto Satan in his Kingdom of darknels, 
i deltroys Divine ' Providence root and 
branch : 
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branch: for how can God limit, or over. 
rule to his own good ends and Purpoſes, 
thoſe events whereof he hath no parti- 
cular foreſight ? or how can he be faid 
- ſuch a caſe to govern the World at 

5 

But as concerning the Nature ' of a 
Voluntary aCtion,. I have ſpoken before; 
E. ſhall only add in this place ,- that fince 
God knows moſt perfectly the heart of 
Man, and what cauſes are intereſted in 
forming of his Judgement ;- how far the 
Will tollows the dictate of the under- 
ſtanding, and of right Reaſon, or whe- 
ther it be captivated by Senſual Appetite, 
and by the luſts that War in his Mem- 
bers :. Since God (I fay ) doth infalli- 
bly know the ſprings of all actions, 
whether from ſenſe ,. from Reaſon or 
from Grace ,. and to what degrees any 
kind of external or internal torce can 
bend thoſe ſprings ; he muſt of necellity 
know what Man (purely lett to his own 
taculties) will do upon any occaſion. 

I have inſiſted longer upon this Ob;ettion, 
as alſo upon the Non- cauſality of Divine 
Preſciencc, than ſome perhaps will think 
to have been necellary : but becauſe the 
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ſcnſe of the O5jeftson, is ſaid to come from 
perſons of very great learning and rea- 
ton , and Edid my ſelf hear ut ftrongly 
urged , that Preſcience muſt needs cauſe 
the things foreſeen; I thought it not 
amiſs to enlarge a little upon both the 
points ,. i order to clear them up to 
common underſtanding .: but whether I 
have done it to arifation, I zaut leave 


to the Reader's judgement. The ſum 


of what I have faid in reference to this 
laſt mentioned ( which I diſcourſed of. 
before) is this , that to afhrm Divine 

Prefcience to have a Caulality , in ſuch 

ſort, that the Events torefeen could not: 
poſſibly have fallenout otherwiſe , is ab« 

{urd, and it is falſe ; - it is abſurd becauſe 

it puts the Cart betore the Horſe, .and 

makes that to be a cauſe which is purely 
an effect : and it is falſe , becauſe it 15 

contrary to the word of truth , con- 

tained in the Scriptures. I ſhall now 

conclude this part, of my Eſſay , with the 

words of the Schoolman ; ® Neque hinc 

etiams fit , ut per hane Preſcentiam , Deus 

imponat neceſſitatem aliquam rebus ſic cog- 

mitis , quia hes Scientia, ut ſic, non eſt 

earum canſa. 


a. Silarez But 


bd. 
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Bur betore I come to the laſt part of 
my Deſign, I muſt make a ſhort digreflion, 
to prevent att ohjedion' that. may ariſe 
from what F-ſ\md not long ago, namely, 
That the Divine 'Will was the' fonntain 
Cauſe of all things , as being the firſt «Mo. 
ver ; for no doubt: God 35 the firſt cauſe of 
all Motion , the* he never determines any, 
exerted by a free Agent to a wrong Objeit; 
and all things beeng wrought ( as the 
Apoſtle fays-) after the Connfell- of his 
Will. From hence it may be urged, 
that tho Divine Preſcience have no Caus 
ſality : yet ſince we grant that the Divine 
Will is the firſt cauſe of all things , nor 
can we diny', that whatever God Wills , 
he certainly - foreſees , doth it not follow 
from-hence , that all things muſt come to 
paſs according to the fixed Purpoſe and 
Preordination of God, in+ ſuch ſort, that 
the Will of Man' muſt needs be ovev-rnl'd 
and predetermin'd,, and conſequently the 
free agency of rational Creatures, wholly 
evacuated ? 

I anſwer , this will by no means fo!- 
low: as may appear from the conſtdera- 
tion of the. tollowing particulars. 

i. 'Though God torcices whatever.he 
will 


—_—_— 
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will have broughrtto effect, yet we can- 
not ſay on the contrary , that he wills 
every thing he forefees. God, *tis true, 
wills even the ſinfull aftions., which he 
foreſees , but with a will permiſſive of 
them , nor effective ; eektdly knowin 

(as a Wiſe Man would ſhreudly planey., 
what Perſons, ſo and fo inclined, will 


do in ſuch and ſuch Circumſtances, being 
only inabled., not impelled, to at&t, and 


being left .to follow their own Inclina- 
tions. And ſo he may certainly foreſee 
many things , which he never wills by 
a poſitive and cfteEtively determinative 


will. -He equallyforeſces all things that 


come to paſs, otherwiſe he would be des 
ficient in point of knowledge : but we 
muſt not ſay, he wills them equally. For 
that would be :to approve of evil, and 
{ohe would be deficient in point of good- 
nels. For inftance., he predetermin'd 
Ifracels deliverance from Egyptian bon- 
dage , and he likewiſe foretold it : So 
that herein his purpoſe and foreſight run 
parallel. But then he foretold Pharaohs 
obſtinacy in detaining the people , at 
the ſame time when he will'd him to ler 
them go: and herein his foreſight and ex- 
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preſs will are quite contrary, He 'wills, 
that men 5should fear the Lord, and ſerve 
him in ſincerity and im truth ; and not 
only ſo , but that they ſhould do it out 
of 2 free choice, ariſing froma true Judgs« 
.ment of things: yet he foreknows, that 
ſome willbe diſobedient, and iniquity shall 
abound.Þ> Hewills, that his choſen people 
be with him, and ſee his Glory®,, and he 
knows it ſhall be ſo : he knows that 
others will die in their fins, but he hath 
ſworn he wills i4 not.4 Whatever God 
hath preordain*d is an undoubred object 
of Divine Preſcience.: but every object 
of Divine Preſcience is not theretore pre- 
ordain*d, noragrecable to his Will. Good 
things arc equally the objects of Divine 
pleatureand foreſight ; bur we cannot tay 
the like ofevil., We may tay indeed, that 
God foreſees anevil action, but we can- 
not ſay he would have it done, nor that 
he hath power to do it ; for both theiec 
would imply a contradiction , fince tis 
purely inconſiſtent with the Divine Na- 
ture to have either Will or Power to do 
evil. 

A 
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A ſecond conſideration is this , Thar 
tho the Divine Will be truly and unchan- 
geably one and rhe ſame, yer is it dittin« 
gutſhable according to a threefold diffe- 
rence of thingsabourt which it is conver- 
fant. Asfirſt , when God deſigns to bring 
bout ſome ſpecial Act of his providence 
in the World, as that promiſe made to 
Abraham , * Unto thy ſeed will I give this 
Land : n this reſpect his will is poſitive 
and irrcfiltable , nor can all the powers of 
Earth and Hell put one Minutes itop unte 
his purpoſe or decree. 

Burt ſecondly , when God commands 
any thing to be done by his people, as 
their duty and tor their good , he decals 
not with them as inanimate Creatures, 
but as rational ones : he propoſes unto 
them a Rule or Law , with the benefit of 
obierving itz as for example, Honoxr thy 
Father and thy Mather, that thy days may 
belong in the Land, &c. Buthedothnor 
intorce the obſcrvarion of this Law upon 
allthoſe to whom it is given : tor lo there 
would be no tran({greſſion; He propounds 
tto their choiſe, cxpecting a voluntary 0+ 
bedience upon promute of areward, which 

re- 
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reward cannot be commenturate to an obe- 
dience -upon force ,, which ;properly is 
no obedience at all. In this ſenſe there- 
fore his Will is Imperative, but not irre- 
ſiſtable; for the fiff-necked are faid to. re- 
fiſt the holy Ghoſt. 

And Thirdly , when God forbids .any 
thing to bedone by us, that would diſho- 
nour him and.deſtroy our ſelves, and yet 
we do it 3 or when. he commands us-any 
thing , wherein we diſobey him , his Will 
is therein only permiſſive. Thusſtin, tho! 
directly oppoſite to the command, is per- 
mitted. And fo God is ſaid to have 
ſuffered the, peoples manners in the wilder. 
neſs about $6 years,* as allo in times 
paſt , he ſuffered all Nations to walk m 
their own ways.> Not that their ways 
were acceptable to him, or agreeable to 
his Will (in any other ſenſe but that of 
permiſſien ) .much leſs , efficaciouſly in- 
fluenced by him; only they were ſuffered 
for a time to run their Courſe. Por, 
having ſet before them life and death, 
partly in his written Law , and partly.in 
their own conſciences., and having im- 
ploy*d all futable means , motive and 

rea- 
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reaſonable inducements for their chooſing 
of the one, and refuſing the other, ac- 
cording to his.primary intention of doing 
good unto all men : if nothing leſs than 
invincible grace will ſerve the turn, God 
is not obliged to fave all thoſe as it were 
by miracle, that will not-otherwiſe be fa- 
ved; and thercfore, permitting obſtinate 
perſons to _ the fruits of their own 
works , his ſecondary intention takes 
place, namely, the manifeſtation of his 
power, righteouſneſs, and juſt ſeverit 
upon impenitent ſinners , whereby alſo 
the pretiouſneſs of grace and mercy is the 
more conſpicuous to thoſe that receive 
It, 

Now , tho'.I like not by any means, 


that diſtintion of the Divine ill into 


Secretand Revcaled,eſpecially when the(e 


two are made ro contradict cach other z 


as if 1t were God's Secret Will that men 
ihould fin and be damned , when his re- 
vealed Will bids them repent and be faved- 
this 1s to ſtem the Current of Scripture, 
and in effect to make void both the Law 
and Goſpel. I fay, tho' I approve not 
this, nor ſhall I borrow. any of the 
School Dittinctions ; yet I think the 
E * 
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Scripture will allow us to ſay, that the 


Divme Willis either Poſitive, Preceptive, 
or Permiflive. By Poſitive I mean irre- 
ſiſtable, in reference to what God does 
himfclf , or whathe poſitively determines 
robe done; Preceptiveis with reſpe& un- 
to Laws ,and Mens voluntary obedience 
rhereunto ; Permiſhve in reſpett of Sin. 
And yet this is ſtill the ſame moſt bleſſed 
and unchangeable Will, as it is the ſame 
Sun beams by which one fort of bodies is 
bardned, another melted , anda third cal- 
cin'd. 


I come now tothe laſt part of my un- 
dertaking, which is, to anſwer ſome of 
thoſe Osjettions, that:are wont topuzle 


divers ar ya about this matrer : but lhave 
10 


anſwered 1o many already, that haveriſen 
by the way, and have enlarged beyond 
my expectation in what 4s paſt, that I 
would think, it ſhould ſpare me ſome pains 
in the remainder. For the ſtrength of 
what now remains, may beſumm'd up ina 
yery few Objettions,andanſ{wered (I hope) 
i0 not many words. - 
It is matter of eaſy obſervation, that 
zhe Objectors do {t1] ſuppoſe the thing in 
QUE» 
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queſtion , and what ought to be proved} 
before the Objections can have any force 
atall: as namely, that God's Fore-know- 
ledge of the End makes void the uſe of 
Means'z whereas it 15 ſo:far from doth 

that - that the uſer of Means and ſecond 
Cauſes is therein ſuppoſed an& imphd; 
5 the Foundation of ſuch Fore-know- 
ledge. . For if it were poſbble, thar*the 
force and efficacy of cauſes could be une 
certain unto. God, theforefightof Effects 
would beſo too. Thus, for example, if 
God foreſee that ſuch a- Child Yhall live. 
to be-a Man of Eminent learning 3 doth 
this fore-ſight give him leave to be idley 
and become a 'Truant every day? Now 
the ObjeCtors, accordingto ther mannes 


' fof arguing , mult anſwer in the affirma« 


tive., and leave the Child to be made a 


Scholar by miracle. But I anſwer, Nog 


for ſuch forc-light mult have ſome founda« 
tion; ir doth therefore ſuppoſe, that God 
for his part,” by his daily providence, will 
continue unto him a'competent Meaſure 
of health, ftrength and capacity, and'afford 
him fit means and: opportunities! of -be- 
coming learned : andrhat the boy for his 
part, Will ſtudiouſly. imploy and improve 
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the ſame for the beſt advantape' to thai 
End. Let us now ſee the full {trengrh'« 
what is wont. to be objected in this ma 
tcr. 

. Obj. If God's Fore-hnowledge doth afcer 
tain, the End, to what purpoſe 1s the uſe o 
Ateans ? An, Event can be no more than 
certain : and if God fareſees, that I chal 
certainly dye within 4 year, all the «Medi 
cines 4n the World will not make me-live « 
day longer.” But, if he foreſees, I ſhall liz 
twenty years, T1 ſhall not only need no Phy 
ſock, but I may, for diverſion ,leap once ada 
sn1to a Rever, er.tntothe Ocean, without an 
fear of drowning. [can neither fall ſhort of, 
#or go beyond that fatal Period, which i fix- 
8A in Divine Preſcience. 

. This Objeftion ſeems to make ſome lit- t 
ge noiſe , lic atmoſt, is but aplauſi], 

ia 


ble kind of faÞacy, 4mploy'd only by vul- 
gar and untiinking heads, but unworthy, 
a,man of 2vod conſideration. Ut is indecd 4 
anſwered in whbar hath been alrcady aid; 
bur I ſhall add ſomething more in thek 
few particulars. As firft, | 
. 4. 'Thxs ſon of reatonning reſembles ſo & 
much.that of 'the Devil to our Saviour, 
that it may very well ſcem to challenge] - 
the 
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the ſame Author. It God foreſees, thou 

ſhalt live many years, thou may ſt leap ins» 
to the Sea, or throw thy ſelf down trom 
a Precipice (ſays the ObjeC&tion) for thou 
muſt certainly live out thy appointedtime 

* If thou be the Son of God, caſt thy ſelf 
down from this pinnacle of the Temple, 
(iays the Devil) for he ſhall give his An- 
gels charge concerning thee. > Now, as the 
ground of that ſecurity againft dangers; 
and fundry Evils mentioned ,cin the 97. 
Pſalm, at verſ. 8. is omitted in the Devils 
—_—_ So the ground of Gods fore- 
'ght, and cauſe of the Event foreſcen , is 
omitted in the Objefien, namely, a-pru- 
dent care to preſerve lite, And as the Son 
of God' was never like to fall down and 
worſhip- the Devil ;. ſo any ſober Man, 
that lives to a full age, isnort like to at- 
tempt deſperate ways to deſtroy himſelf. 
The anſwer too, given by our Saviour, 1s 
proper in this Caſe ;. © Thoushaltnot rewpe 
the Lord thy God: For, it he forelees the 


JF End, he foreiccs allo the Means conduce- 


ing:thereunto,. which means God having 
gratiouſly pur into thine own hands, why 
thouldit thoutempt him to fave thy lite by 

Z mis® 
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miracle, when thou mailt preſerve it by 
thy owndiſcretion? Thus we ſee the De- 
V1IS argument ,and that of the Objection, 
Tun exactly parallel, | 

Secondly, the fallacy of this reafoning 
-eonfiſts partly in joyning a truthand afal- 
fity together, and making the one to in- 
fer the other, tho'there be no connexion 
between them: and partly in leaving out 
the conſideration of that which mult be 
ſuppos'd,, ro make the ſenſe compleat, 
whether the inference be true or falſe; 
For inſtance, let this be the argument in 
Mort: 

God foreſees the End; therefore it will 

come to paſs, 


I fay here, the Propofition is true, but 
the mterence (without ſomething elle {up- 
poſed) is falſe: for if the illative particlc 
therefore, refer only to the word fore: ſees, 
thereis no good conſequence, fince fore- 
Gght hath not any Caulality, as hath (1 
hope ) been proved.. 'That Divine Prec- 
{cience dothaicertain the End,is true upon 
this Account, * that it beholds the Cau- 

{es 
(a) Neceflitas confequentiz in 0:dine probandi , von et 
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ſes wherein the certaintydoth conliſt : but 
that it doth ſo meerly of it felf, without 
ſuppoſition of cauſes, and proper Means to 
cftect'that End , sfalſe. Ih » by hisfore« 
fght, lays no neceſſity upon the Event; 
but he fore-ſces it in its Cauſes, of 
which humane Endeavours ordinarily ate 
no {mall part. 'Therefore the ſenſe of the 
Argument muſt, in this manner, be com= 
pleated, before it can be made to conlude 
any thing. 


God fore-ſees the cauſes produftive of ſuch 
Effeits ; therefore. ſuch Effetts will 
follow ;, not from the fore-ſight , bu 
from the cauſes foreſeen. 


Thirdly , Let us ſuppoſe , that God 
toreſees, ſome ſtrong Man, vigorous and 
healthful, ſhall die within a year, who 
according to the Courſe of Nature might 
live twenty. If this be true, -it muft be 
true alſo, that intemperance, neglect of 
mcans y. orthe like, muſt bring hun to it: 
Some cauſe there mult-be; but naked 
toretight 1sno caulec atall. Again, ſuppotc 
God torclees, that ſucha perſon will live 
twenty years. It that be true , then, that 
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he ſhould attempt every day to deſtroy 
himſelf, muſt be falſe : frif God foreſces 
the one, he foreſces not the other, becauſe 
theyare inconſiſtent. He doth not foreſee 
contradictions to be true, or things tobe 
that will neverbe; as once awiſe Critick 
would needs maintain, that when Fonah 
was ſent to preach unto Nineveh, God 
then foreſaw, that C T would be deſtroy 'd 
In fort days, though it ſtood many years 
after. But God doth not foreſce thatCauſes 
will produce ſuch Effects as are improper 
and zmpofhible:* not that repentance will 
produce deſtruCtion 3 not that poiſon, 
drowning or debauchery will produce 
length of days 3: and vertuous prudence 
an untimely End. Ina word, Divine Pre- 
ference beholds nor things in parcels, bur 
altogether in one View : Sees the iſſucs 
and periods of al] things , not without, but 
in conjunction with the proper cauſes con- 

ducible thereunto, 
Foxrthly, It may not be amiſs toremem- 
ber, that asthere are ſome true Propoft- 
tions, Which by leaving out a word or two 
may be made falſe : So there are others 
(and thoſe of Divine Authority ) which 
without ſomething underſtood ,cannor be 
Maude 
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made out to be true. Of the firit fort 
is this, * My dottrine 5 not mine ; and again, 
He that believeth on-me, believeth not on 
»e. Burthis is the Devil's way of quoting 
Scripture , leaving out the Context thar 
thould explain.it : and mthis:manner too 
trequently doſome perſons deal with thoſe 
Wriings,. they have a mind: to cavil at. 
Ot the other fort isthis, Þ Yer fourty days 
and Ninevch ſhall be overthrown ; And 
* Know ye not that theunrighteons ſhall not 
1herit the Kingdom of God? Now the Di- 
vine purpoſe tor the deſtruction of that 
City, and for excluding * Fornitators-, 
Idolaters, Thieves , Drunkards, Extor- 
tioners,. and the like, out of the King. 
dom. ot Heaven, is denounced abfolutely 
without any annexed Condition: and-yet 
all acknowledge, that ſuch threatnings are 
conditionally to be underftood, and ro be 
executed, only in. caſe of impenitency: 
And thus it 1s in our preſent caſe. 'I hat 
God fore-ſecs the End, is true ; bur it 1x 
not the whole truth, nor to be underſtood 
exclufive of the Means. It is undoubredly 
true, that Chrilt fore-ſaw thedettruction 
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of Feruſalem: yet we muit not thence in- 
#r,that he fore-faw it without any reſpect 
to Sin; for thus he complains: How often 
would I have gathered yoxr children toge- 
ther,&Cc. and ye wonld not: How could it be 
matter of complaint that they would not,, 
.if the peoples choice be not imply'd ? Ei- 
ther God fore-ſecs, that men. will abuſe 
their Liberty, or he doth nor ; if not, 
then neither 1s he omnilcient,, nor are the 
- Scriptures- true z-if he doth , then ſuch 
- fore-6ght 1s ſo far from taking away mens 
- Liberty ,:that it confirms it ; tor men can- 
not abuſe their Liberty unleſs they have it; 
. Kor can they ule it, it the objcettion have 
eny force; which ſuppoſerh mens endeas« 
- yours, and the uſe of Means to be in vain. 
Thus thea I ſum up what bath been ſaid 
in anſwer to the Objettion. 

a God that madethe World and all things 
therein, ſeeing he ts. Lord.of Heaven and 
Earth , and giveth unto all life, and breath, 
ana all things ; aud hath made of one blood 
ail Naijons of men,to dwell apon the Earth, 
and determined the times before appointed, 
and ive bounds of. their habitation, ' We 
ought not to think, that the Godhead is 
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like unto Stones, or ſtupid Earth, that hi 
ſhould be ignorant either of his own of. 
{pring, or of the work of his hands, or 
the bounty of his ggodneſs. And having 
gratiouſly endued Mankind with the light 
ot knowledge , and with a faculty of 
chooſing things for his good, andavoidin 
things hurtful : he doth nor extinguiſh 
that light, nor take away ſuch power of 
Election, unleſs it be, as a puniſhment for 
ſome grievous and long-continued prova- 
cation, But foraſmuch as he behalds at 
once in his Omniſciency, the Nature, Ver= 
tue and Activity of all Creatures, with: 
the Cauſes, Events and IfTues ofall Things 
and Actions, from Everlaſting to Ever-- 
laiting ; andſince he knows mott perfect! 
the heart of Man, andthe bent ot his if 
icons, his meaſure of Grace , and pre- 
vailing motives: hemuit ofneceſhity tore- 
know the various Refults of Mans choice 


and Liberty of Will, withour the leaſt. 


obſtruction to the free Courſe and Exer- 
ciſe thereof. He foreſees the End, roge- 
ther with the Means, and the Effect de- 
pending on it's prope Cauſe. He fore- 
{ces, that ſome men thallnot live out ® half 

E 6 thery 
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their days; but they are ſuchas are bloody 
and deceitful. He fore-ſces, that® the years 
of the wicked shall be shortned; but then 
He ſhall fall by his own wickedneſs. And 
to conclude, he fore-ſces, that a ® r:ghre. 
ous Man Shall prolong his days ; not by 
daily attempts todeſtroy himielf, but (as 
the Wiſe man faith) by the fear of the 
Lord, and in theway of righteouſneſs. 
 Ozj. One Objettion more, &T have done. 
Jt hath been often ſaid in this Diſcourſe, 
that the Event fore-ſeen of God, us certain, 
and will come to paſs; and again, it bath 
been aſſexted , that ſome Events, which have 
been fore-ſeen, might poſſibly not have come 
ropaſi: how can theſe two Notions agree to- 
ay: > 
I anſwer, frft, that any thing can. be 
certainand uncertain at the ſame time, and 
in the ſame reſpects, 1s granted to be a 
contradiction : but a thing barely poſii- 
ble, which may either be, or not be, im+ 
ples no contradittion at all. For as there 
are many things poſſible to be , which 
thall never come topaſs actually ; ſo other 
«things ſhall aEtually come to paſs, which 
yet poſſibly might not be. Thus it is = 
ible 
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ſible, Emay po to- Rome; but tis a thou- 
ſand troone, r ſhall never come there; and 
it 1t actually fo fall out, yet that doesnot 
rake away the poſltbility of going thither:; 
for learned men ſay, * Mulra futura efſe 
gue non erunt, &© multa poſſe fieri que non 
fient. On the other hand, ſomething will 
aftually (that is certainly ) be done this 
day, which poflibly might be deferr*d 
ti]l ro morrow : [Mud enim poſſibile eſt , quo 
Poſiro nullum ſequitur inconveniens. But all 
this perhaps will better appear from the 
conſideration of theſe parttculars. 

. 1. An Event may be certain with refpeft 
unto God which is not ſo to us:fornothing 
can be uncertainto him that is omniſcienr; 
but to us, that know bur in part, almoſt 
every thing future is ob{cur'd with ſome 
kind of uncertainty. 

2, An Event may be certain 1n it ſelf, 
on Suppolſition of certain cauſes z and yer 
ſuppoſing other cauſes, it would fall our 
quire otherwiſe, Sothat 

2. The certainty of a fature Event is 
abſolute in reſpe& of God, Hypothetical 
in reſpect of it ſelf, but unknown or un 
certain in reſpeCtof us. Thatis to ſay, it 
K-27 Can 


i ————— — 


8) YVhite dc Myado, 


\Den—— 


110 Of God's Fore: knowledge, 


can never ſo fall our, but that he who 
knows the whole train of cauſes leading 
toit, muſt of neceſlity fore-know it. But 
1t is the Cauſes (not the Fore-knowledge) 
which makc ut to be what it is; which 
being ſuppoled, the Effect certainly fol- 
lows. Which certainty extendsnot tous, 
whoarc ignorant of the Cauſcs. Let us ſee 

now , how this will appear by inſtances. 
Suppole, the French King, dciore he 
die, turns Proteſtant : whether it ſo tall out 
or not , God knows; for (as Solomon 
ſaith) * che Kings hearts tn the handof the 
Lord. If Conviction or Intereſt oblige 
him to become a Proteſtant, the Effect 
will certainly follow ; butthis is Hypothe- 
tical; that 1s, upon Suppolition of pre- 
vailing Cauſesand Motives.it mult follow. 
But to us there can be nothing of certain- 
ty, Whilſt we are ignorant of that Princes 
intentions , neither know how it may 

pleaſe God to work upon him hereafter. 
The Captivity of the /ews was certain. 
ly fore-known unto God, and together 
with a great pcttilence forctold by the 
Prophet feremiah, in a very remarkable 
and particular manner : And afterwards, 
faith 
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laith the Lord, * 7 will deliver Ledekiah 
King of Judah, and his Servants, and the 
People, and ſuch as are left in this City, 
from the Peflilence , from the Sword, and 
jrom-the famine , into the hand of Nebu- 
Cnadnezzar King, of Babylon, and into the 
hand of their enemies, &c. And he adds 
further, that their City shall be given into 
the hand of the King of Babylon, and he 
shall barn it with fire. Yetthe ſame Pro- 
phet is ſent to call them to repentance, to 
prevent eventhis very Captivity ,'and rells 
them, b If yethronghly A Wayes 
and your doings ; if ye throughly execate 
Judgment between a Man and his Neighs- 
bowr; if ye oppreſs not the Stranger , the fa- 
therleſs and the Widow, and shed not znno« 
cent blood in this place, neither walk after 
other Gods to your bart: then will Tcauſ: 
you to dwell in this place ,in the Land that 
I gave to your Fathers, for ever and ever, 
We ſee here a rcferved condition, and a 
fair poſſibility of preventing that Emincnt 
Captivity, ſo much noted in Scripture, 
and ſo much propheſficd. God grant that 
we, by the ſame'Merhod, may carneſtly 
endeavour to prevent another Captivity, 
_ | whieh 
” ok tes 21. 6, 728,94 12. {b) Jer. 7. 526, 74 
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which has (they 1ay) becn prophetied roo, 
and which ſeverely threatens England at 
this day. 

I conclude with Adam's tranſgreſſion, 
before-mentioned , which was moſt ccr- 
tainly toreknown unto God , foraſmuch 


as ® redemprion by the precious blood of 


Chriſt was fore ordained before the foun- 
dation of the World ; and *tis nole(s certain, 
that Adam had tree Will, and power to 
have perſiſted innocent , which ſurely a- 
mounts, at leaſt, to a poſſibility of nor 
tranſgreſſing the Divine command. And 
this conſideration alone 1s enough to an- 
{wer thc Objcttion, and ro lilenccany Ar- 
gument that can be oppolcd in. this mat- 

tcr. 
TI havenow done; the uſcs I propound 
to my ſelf from this Diſcourſe (tor I. pre- 
ſume not to think it uſeful ro. others) are 
ſpecially theſe four: 1. To read the Scri- 
ptures impartially, and to value them e- 
ually, upon the Account of that Sacred 
uthority ſtampt upon the whole , and 
the Spirit that breaths in every part: not to 
build an Hypotheſis upon ſome tew lingle 
expreſhons, further than it may appear, 
lo 
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to be conſentaneous tothe integral body 
of truth. contained therein. 2. Inall my- 
fterious points , wherein there appears a 
dithculty , either to affirm or deny, ſtill 
ro adhere to that ſide which hath the ſurer 
evidence; and whereinthe Word of God 
1s clear and unqueſtionable, to eſteem thar 
the ſtrongeſt evidence of all; and' unto 
which all arguments from humane reaſon, 
and even Mathematical Demonſtration, 
muſt yield ſubmiſhon. 3. Bur in ſuch 
matters , wherein there appears equal 
danger in both extreams , and wherein 
many perſons have err'd on either hand; 
to take the middle bs , and walk in it, 
with ſuch Caution and moderation, as to 
be friends with-them that tread not the 
very ſame ſteps, and always ready to ad- 
mit any further diſcovery of truth. 4. Fo 
repreſent the Ever-blefled God , im the 
bett manner that may be thought, and 
mott worthy of foglortous a Being, clorh- 
ed with all perfection, beavry and am» 
blenels : not to render him monſtrous, 
like armed power without benignity , nor 
contemprible as an ignorant or dete*bive 
Deity 3 but cſpecially to think of him ac- 
cording to the Notices he has —_ of 
11Al- 
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Himſelf in his revealed Will ; and not to 
imagine, that either his Eflence, or many 
times, his operations caniſteop to my lit- 
tle underſtanding. 

And it I were fit to give advice to 0- 
thers, itſhouldbe this, that no man pre- 
ſume to demolith the Divine Attributes, 
and out of the ruins thereof, to erect 
unto himſelf ſome groundleſs fancy, 
which like a Caftle in the Air, hath no- 
thing ſold to ſupport it : as it God could 


not be juſt ro his Creatures without being: 


i9pertectin himſclt. Neither let any man 
{taad diſmayed at the contideration of the 
fatal Period ; as if God could not fore- 
know the Events of things, but either 
Divine Juſtice muſt be arraign'd, or Man 
degraded to a Machine : tor as he that 
doth righteouſneſs, is righteous , and by 
perſeverance therein ſhall undoubred:y 
e happy; ivhe that wiltully perfiſteth in 
evil doing,.is wicked , and.without re- 
entance, mult expccet to be miſcrable. 
ow as the former ot theſe will never look 
upon Divine Preſcience as the Cauſe of 
his happineſs ;z ſo ncither can the lattcr 
blame zt, as any occaſion of jus miſery. 
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Let no man think to arreſt Judge- 
ment , by abfutrdly charging his own 
prevarications upon Divme perfeCtion : 
as if a Man thould urge, that becauſe 
God is perfe&t in all his Attributes , he 
was therefore obliged to be wicked in all 
his ations: Who would not bluſh at 
the impudence and abſurdity of ſuch a 
Plea ? Preſcience is a- perfeQtion which 
God cannot want and preſerve his Divis 
nity; but tomake it a Cauſe of Mans mi- 
ſery, were to make it an imperſeCion. 
It isno leſs eflential to the Divine Nature 
than Omnipreſence : and thoſe that will 
dare to retort their wickedneſs upon 
God, may make this Attribute as Crimi- 
mal as the other, Forif men will not truſt 
God with the Pore-knowledge of evil 
Actions , lcit that ſhould infer a Neceſſi- 
ty of ſinning, the next thing (and with ec - 
qual reafon ) will be ro feclude Divine 
Preſence trom the in{pection of wicked- 
neſs, leſt God ſhould that way become 
acceſſary thereunto. If a naked fore- 
knowledge of evil , be any caule of it, 
why nor actual prelence at the evil com-. 
mitted? 


But 


116 Of God's F ore-knowledge , 


yn” 


Bur the Scripture doth better inform 
us , concerning the Cauſes of good and 
evil,.and of mans happineſs and infelicity, 
than the ſhallow reaſonnings of ſome per- 
{ons ,. who yet pretend to be wiſe above 
others. There we are taught, that Man's 
happineſs-depends upon the Grace of God 
in Chriſt Jeſus, freely offercd-to reaſona- 
ble Creatures ,. and willingly accepted by 
them. 'That the Soul, not by any blind 
fatality , but by rational inducements and 
the uſe of proper Means, being.convinced 
of the Evil and Danger of Sin: and di- 
rected the way to Salvation, is brought 
to ſuch a behet of the Goſpel , and ſuch 
a:voluntary obedience thereunto, as may 
render. the perſon acceptable with God 
through the merits of our bleſſed Sa- 
viour ; * 11 whom we have redemption 
through his Bloud,, the foregiveneſs of 
eur fins , according to the riches of, his 
Grace. 

And then, the Cauſe. of Man's Sin and 
Miſery doth confiſt, not in Divine Pre- 
{cience,, but in the prevalency of corrup- 
tion and. temptation, ariſing partly from 
an,Original Taint, and partly from "_ 
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tul purſuit of irregular Appetite after 
rhe Pleaſures of ſenle: by winch means, 
the affections being beſorted, and the 
heart hardened againſt reaſons withour 
and Motions within , there 1s at laſt an 
inveteratc and habitual malignity brought 
upon the Soul. 2 Butlet no man ſay i. hs 
he is tempted , I am tempted of God ; for 
God cannot be tempted with ewil, neither 
tempteth he any man. But every manistem- 
ted, when be is drawn away of his own 
/uſt and enticed. ; 
Thele arc ſuch Caulcs of good and evil, 
thata diligent obſerver may catily {ec and 
tcel their Efficacy : but how.a naked Pie- 
{cience thould operate, what others do, 1 
know not. I can by nomeans underitand. 
Bur this I conclude for certain, that God 
1s righteous in all his wayes, both with 
reſpect unto the Cauſes of Good and Evil, 
and their rewards or con{equents. His 
Judgements will one day appcar to be 
according to Truth, without the leaſt di- 
minution of his other perfe&tions; name- 
ly, > Unto them that are contentions aud 
obey not the truth , but obey unrighteou(- 
neſs, indignation and wrath : but to them 
wha 
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who by patient contimgance in well doing, 
ſeek for Glor and Honour and Immortality, 
Eternal Life. 


< 
Pe) 


